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GENERAL MOTORS, GM and the GM Emblem,
PONTIAC, the PONTIAC Emblem and the name
Grand Am ure regisiered tademarks of General
Muotors Corporation.

This manual includes the latest information at the tme it
wis printed. We reserve the right to make changes in the
product after that time without furthér notice. For
vehicles first sold in Canada, substitute the name
“Genernl Motors of Canada Limited” lor Pontiac
Division whenever it appears in this manual,

Please keep this manual in your Pontiac, so it will be
there if you ever need it when vou're on the road. If you
sell the vehicle, plense leave this manual in it so the new
OWTIET G use it

Litho mn LS. A
Part No. 10273197 B e First Edition

We support voluntary
technician certification.

WE SUPPIET
YOLUNTARY TECHMICIAN
GERTIFEZATION THROUTGH

Faiurn s T
AUTOMOTIVE
BERVICE
EXCELLEMNOE

For Canadian Owners Who Prefer a
French Language Manual:
Aux propriétaires canadiens: Vous pouvez vous
procurer un exemplaire de ce guide én frangais chez
VOITE Comcessioniine ou A

DGN Marketing Services Lid.

1500 Bonhill Rd.
Mississauga, Ontario LT 1C7

"'-3'{"npyrighr General Motors Corporation 1995
All Rights Reserved
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How to Use This Manual

Many people read therr owner’s manual from beginning
1o end when they first receive their new vehicle. If you
do this, it will help you learn about the features and
comtrols for your vehicle. In this manual, you'll find that
pictures and words work together (o explaim things
quickly,

Index

A good place 10 look for what you need is the Index in
the back of the manual. It"s an alphabetical list of all
that's in the manual, and the page number where vou'll
find it.

Safety Warnings and Symbols

You will find & number of safety cautions in this book.
We use a box and the word CAUTION to tell you about
things that could hurt you if you were 1o ignore the
warning.

/\ CAUTION:

These mean there is something that could hurt
you or other people.

In the caution area, we tell yvou what the hazard is. Then
we tell you what to do to help avoid or reduce the
hazard. Please read these cautions. If you don’t, you or
others could be hurt.

You will also find a circle
with & slash through 1t in
this boak. This safety
svmbol means “Don't,”
“Don't do this,” or “Don’t
let this happen.”




Vehicle Damage Warnings
Also, in this book vou will find these notices:

NOTICE:

These mean there is something that could
damage vour vehicle.

In the notice area, we tell you about something that can
damage your vehicle, Many times, this damage would
not be covered by yvour warranty, and it could be costly,
But the notice will tell vou what to do to help avoid the
damage.

When you read other manuals, you might sec CAUTION
and NOTICE wamings i different colors or in different
wards,

You'll also see warning labels on your vehicle, They use
the same words, CAUTION or NOTICE.
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Vehicle Symbaols

These are some of the symbols you may find on your vehicle.

For examiple,
these symbols
e umed 001

original battery;

CAUTION
POSSIBLE
IHJURY

PROTECT
EYES BY
SHIELIMNG

CAUSTIC

BATTERY
ACID COULD %
CAUSE

BURNS

AVOID
SPARKS OR
FLAMES

SPARK OR
rLanE ol
cous [TWF]
EXPLODE
BATTERY

These symbols
re mpOrtint
for v andd
YN pasHengers
whenever your
vehibele 13
drivean

UNLOCK

FASTEN
SEAT
BELTS

roweR il
winoow | ¥ |

wve 1L

These symbols
have 1o do with
o lights:

MASTER = Jd#
LEGHTING = -
SWITCH » T

TN
PARKING F]:"T

HAZARD
WRFNIMG
FLASHER

TUHN
SHGNALS

DAYTIME - o
RUNNING "~ *
LAMPS

counes )

These symbils
dre on some of
YOIT ComErola:

WINDSHIELD
WIFER

b L

WINDSHIELD
WASHER

WIHDSHIELD

REAR
WINDOW

DEFOGGER

FilN

These symbals
are u arl
warsing and
mcfrontor lights:

ENGINE
COOLANT o il o=
TEMP  swmema=

AT )
sue (1)
™

ENGIHE OIL
PRESSURE

ANTILOCK
BRAKES

@)

Here are some
other symbols
YOI DALY i
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? Section 1 Seats and Restraint Systems

Here you'll find information about the seats in your
Pontinc and how o use your safety belts properly. You
can also leam about some things you should not do with
air bags and safety belts.

Seats and Seat Controls

This section tells you about the seats - how to adjust
them — and also about reclining seathacks and head
restramis.

Manual Seats

/\ CAUTION:

You can lose control of the vehicle if you try to
adjust a manual driver’s seat while the vehicle is
moving. The sudden movement could startle and
confuse you, or make you push a pedal when you
don’t want to. Adjust the driver's seat only when
the vehicle is not moving.

Mave the control lever under the front of the seal to
unlock it Shide the seal o where you want it. Then
refense the lever and try to move the seat with your
body, 0 make sure the seat 1§ locked into place.




Manual Lumbar Support (Option) Power Seat Controls (Option)

4 : . To adjust the power seat on some models:
I'nm the knob on the right front of the doiver’s seat J P

cushion clockwise or counterclockwise to adjust supporn FRONT CONTROL (A): Raise the front of the seat by
for the lower back, holding the switch up. Lower the front of the seat by
holding the switch down.
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CENTER CONTROL (B): Move the seat forward or Reclining Front Seatbacks
back by holding the control to the front or back.

Move the seat higher by holding the control up. Lower
the seat by holding the control down.

REAR CONTROL (C): Raise the vear of the seat by
holding the switch up. Lower the rear of the seat by
holding the switch down.

T adjust the seatback, lift the lever on the outer side
of the seat and move the seatback where you want it
Release the lever to lock the seatbuck. Pull up on the
lever und the seat will go toan upright position.




But don't have a seatback reclined if your vehicle is
MOVINE.

/\ CAUTION:

Sitting in a reclined position when your vehicle is
in motion can be dangerous. Even il you buckle
up, your safety belts can’t do their job when
vou're reclined like this.

The shoulder belt can’t do its job because jt
won't be against your body. Instead, it will be in
front of you. In a crash you could go into it,
recelving neck or other injuries.

The lap belt can't do its job either. In & crash the
belt could go up over your abdomen. The belt
forces would be there, not at your pelvic bones.
This could canse serious internal injuries,

For proper protection when the vehicle is in
motion, have the seatback upright, Then sit well
hack in the seal and wear your safety belt

properly.
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Head Restraints

Head restraints are fixed on some models and adjustable
on others. Shide an adjustable head restraint up or down
so that the top of the restraint is closest (o the top of
your ears, This position reduces the chance of a neck
injury in a crash.

On some models, the head restramnts tilt forward and
rearward also.

Seathack Latches (2-Door Models)

The front seatback folds forward o let people get into
the back seal

To fold a front seat torward, Lift the seatback laich.

When you return the seatback to 11s otiginal position, the
seathuck will lock,




Easy Entry Seat (2-Door Madels)

/\ CAUTION:

If an easy entry right Mront seat isn't locked, i
can move, In a sudden stop or crash, the person
sitting there could be injured. After you've used
it, be sure to push rearward on an easy entry seat
to be sure it is locked.

The right front seat of your vehicle makes it easy 1o get

in and out of the rear seat,

® Tilt the right front seathack completely forward and
whole seat will slide forward,

® Maove the right front seatback to its original position
after someone gets into the rear seat nrea. Then mowve
the seat rearward until it locks,

® Tilt the seatbock completely forward again to get
CAal

Rear Seals

Folding the Rear Seat (Option)

To open, pull forward on the seat 1ab,
To close, push the scatback up 1o ity originul position,

Push the seathack completely op against the back plate
toensure that the latch will hook
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Safety Belts: They're for Everyone

This part of the manual tells you how to use safety belts
properly. [t also tells you some things you should not do
with safety belts,

And it explains the Supplemental Restraint System (SRS),
or wir bag system.

/\ CAUTION:

Your vehicle has a light that
COIMEs on as o reminder 1o
buckle up. (See “Safety Belt
Reminder Light” m the
Index.)

Don’t let anvone ride where he or she can’t wear
a safety belt properiy. I vou are in a crash and
you're not wearing a safety belt, your injuries
can be much worse. You can hit things inside the
viehicle or be ejected from it. You can be seriously
injured or Killed. In the same crash, you might
nol be if you are buckled up. Always fasten your
safety belt, and check that your passengers’ belts
are fastened praperly too.

In most states and Canadian provinces, the law says to
wear safety belts, Here's why: They work,

You never know if you’ll be in a crash. If you do have a
crash, you don't know if it will be a bad one

A few crashes are mild, and some crashes can be so0
serious that even buckled up a person wouldn't survive.
But most crashes are in between, In many of them.
people who buckle up can survive and sometimes walk
away, Without belis they could have been badly hurt

or killed.

After more than 25 years of safety belts in vehicles,
the facts are clear. In most crashes buckling up does
mxller ... o lot!




Why Safety Belts Work

When you ride mn or on anything, you go as fast as it
T0ES.

Pul spmeone on iL

Take the simplest vehicle. Suppase it’s just o seat on
wheels,
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Gt it up 10 speed. Then stop the vehicle, The rider The person keeps poing until stopped by something.
doesn 'y Stop. In a real vehicle, it could be the windshield ...




or the instrument panel ., or the safely belts!

With safety belts, you slow down as the vehicle does.
You get more time fo stop. You stop over more distance,
and your strongest bones take the forces, That's why
safety belts make such good sense.
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Here Are Questions Many People Ask
About Safety Belts -- and the Answers

Q:
A:

Won't I be trapped in the vehicle after an
accident if I'm wearing a safety belt?

You could be — whether you're wearing a safety
belt or not. But you can unbuckle a safety belt,
even if you're upside down. And your chance of
beimng conscious during and after an accident, so
you can unbuckle and get out, is miech greater if
you are belted.

Il my vehicle has air bags, why should T have to
wear safety belts?

Air hags are in many vehicles today and will be in
most of them n the future: But they are
supplemental systems only; so they work with
safery belits == not instead of them. Every air bag
system ever offered for sale has required the use of
sufety belts. Even if you're in o vehicle that has air
bags, you still have to buckle up to get the most
protection. That's true not only in frontal collisions,
but especially in side and other collisions.

(): 1 I'm a good driver, and | never drive far from

A

®
Ll

home, why should 1 wear safety belts?

You may be an excellent driver, but if you're in an
accident — even one that isn't your fault == you and
your passengers can be hurt. Being a good driver
doesn't protect you from things beyvond your
control, such as bad drivers.

Mast accidents occur within 25 miles (40 km) of
home. And the greatest number of sernous injuries
and deaths occur at speeds of less than 4} mph
(65 km/h}.

Safetry belts are for everyone.
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How to Wear Safety Belts Properly

Adults
This part is only for people of adult size.

Be aware that there are speciol things to know about
safety belts and children, And there are different rules
for smaller children and babies. If a child will be riding
in your Pontiac, see the part of this manual called
“Children.” Follow those rules for everyone’s
protection.

First, you'll want to know which restraunt systems your
vehicle has.

We'll start with the driver position.

Driver Position

This part deéscribes the driver’s restraint system.
Lap-Shoulder Belt

The driver has a lap-shoulder belt. Here's how to wear it
properly.
|, Close and lock the door,

2. Adjust the seat (1p see how, sec “Seats™ in the Index)
s you can sit up straight.

3. Pick up the latch plate and pull the belt across you,
Don't let it get twisted,

4. Push the latch plate into the buckle until it clicks,

| e e e e



If the belt stops belore it reaches the buckle, tilt the latch
plate and keep pulling until you can buckle the bell.

Pull up on the lafch plate to make sure it is secure,
I the belt isn’t long enough, see "Sufety Belt Extender”
al the end of this section,

Make sure the release button on the buckle 15 positioned
50 you would be able to unbuckle the safety belt quickly
it you ever had to.

5. To make the lap part tight, pull down on the buckle
end of the belt as you pull up on the shoulder belt
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The lap part of the belt should be worn low and snug on
the hips, just touching the thighs. In a crash, this applies
force to the strong pelvic bones. And you'd be less
likely 1o stide under the lap belt, If you slid under it, the
belt would apply force st your abdomen, This could
cause serious or even fatal injuries. The shoulder belt
should go over the shoulder and across the chest. These
parts of the hody wre best able to ke helt restraining
forces.

The safety belt locks if there’s a sudden stop or crash.
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Shoulder Bell Height Adjustier (4-Door Models)

Before you begin to drive, move the shoulder belt
adjuster to the height that is nght for you.

To move it down, squeeze the release button and move
the adjuster to the desired position. You can move the
adjuster up just by pushing up on the shoulder belt
guide. After you move the adjuster to where you want it,
try to move it down without squeezing the release button
to make sure it has locked into position,

Adjust the height so that the shoulder portion of the belt
is centared on your shoulder. The belt should be away
from your face and neck, but not falling off your
shoulder,




(): What's wrong with this?

& CAUTION:

You can be seriously hurt if your shoulder belt is
too loose. In a crash, you would move forward
too much, which could increase injury. The
shoulder belt should fit against your body.

A The shoulder belt is too loose. It won't give nearly
as much protection this way,
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(): What's wrong with this?

S

/\ CAUTION:

\ You can be seriously injured if your belt is
buckled in the wrong place like this. In a crash,
the belt would go up over your abdomen. The

= belt forces would be there, not at the pelvic
bones. This could cause serious internal injuries.
i Always buckle your belt into the buckle nearest
you,

_14,-""_"—-.
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A The belt is buckled in the wrong phice.
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Q.‘ What's wrong with this?

/\ CAUTION:

You can be seriously injured if you wear the
shoulder belt under your arm. In a crash. your
body would move too far forward, which would
increase the chance of head and neck injury.
Also, the belt would apply too much foree to the
ribs, which aren’t as strong as shoulder hones,
You could also severely injure internal organs
like your liver or spleen.

A The shoulder belt is womn under the arm. It should
b worn over the shoulder ot ol tmes.
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(): What's wrong with this?
A\ CAUTION:
i Yl -
J i You can be seriously injured by a twisted belt. In
a erash, you wouldn't have the Tull width of the
| L belt to spread impact lorces, I a belt is twisted,
I muke it straight so it can work properly, or ask
vour dealer to fix it.
I Z/
/
i
i ¥ =
— " -; e l

A The belt is twisted across the hody.
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To unlatch the belt, just push the button on the buckle.
The belt should go back out of the way.

Before vou close the doar, be sure the belt is out of the
way. H vou slam the door on it, you can dumage both the
belt and your vehicle.

Supplemental Restraint System (SRS)

This part explains the Supplemental Restraint System
(SRS} or air bog system,

Your Pomtiac has two afr bags — one air bag lor the
driver and another air bag for the right front passenger.

Here are the most important things to know ahouot the air
bag system:

/\ CAUTION:

You can be severely injured or Killed in a crash if
you aren’t wearing your safety belt -- even if you
have an air bag. Wenring your safety belt during a
crash helps reduce your chance of hitting things
inside the vehicle or being ejected from it. The air
bag is only a “supplemental restraint.” That is, it
works with safety belts but doesn’t replace them.
Alr bags are designed to work only in moderate to
severe crashes where the front of your vehicle hits
something. They aren’t designed to inflate ut all in
rollover, rear, side or low-speed frontal crashes.
Everyone in your vehicle, including the driver,
should wear a safety belt properly -- whether or
not there’s an air bag for that person.
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/\ CAUTION:

Air bags inflate with great force, faster than the
blink of an eye. If you're too close to an inflating
air bag, it could seriously injure you. Safety belts
help keep you in position for an air bag inflation
in a crash. Alwavs wear your safety belt, even
with an air bag. The driver should sit as far back
as possible while still maintaining control of the
vehicle.

There is an air bag
readiness light on the
instrument panel, which
shows AIR BAG.

AlR
BAG

/\ CAUTION:

An infating air bag can seriously injure small
children. Always secure children properly in your
vehicle. To read how, see the part of this manual
called “Children™ and the caution label on the
right front passenger’s safety belt.

The system checks the air bag’s electrical system for
malfunctions. The light tells you if there is an electrical
problem, See “Air Bag Readiness Light” in the Index

for more mformation,




How the Air Bag System Works

The right front passenger’s air bag is in the istrument
panel on the passenger’s side.
Where is the air bag?

The driver's air bag is in the middle of the steering
wheel.




/\ CAUTION:

Don’t put anything on, ur attach anything to, the
steering wheel or instrument panel. Also, don’t
put anything (such as pets or objects) between
any occupant and the steering wheel or
instrument panel. Il something is between an
occupant and an air bag, it could affect the
performance of the air bag == or worse, it could
cause injury.

When should an air bag inflate?

The air bag is designed to inflate in moderate 1o severe
frontal or near-frontal crashes. The air bag will inflate
only if the impact speed is above the system's designed
“threshold level.™ If your vehicle goes straight into a
wall that doesn’t move or deform, the threshold level is
about 9 to 16 mph (14 10 26 km/h). The threshold level
can vary, however, with specific vehicle design, so that
it can be somewhat above or below this range, If your

vehicle strikes something that will move or deform, such
as a parked car, the threshold level will be higher. The
air bag is not designed 1o inflate m rollovers, side
impacts, or rear impacts, because inflation would not
help the occupant,

In any particular crash, no one can say whether an air
bag should have inflated stmply because of the damage
to a vehicle or because of what the repair costs were.
Inflation is determined by the anglé of the impact and
the vehicle's deceleration. Vehicle damage is only one
indication of this.

What makes an air bag inflate?

In a frontal or near-frontal impact of sufficient severity,
the air bag sensing system detects that the vehacle is
suddenly stopping as a result of a crash. The sensing
systemn triggers o chemical reaction of the sodium aride
sealed in the inflator. The reaction produces nitrogen
gas, which inflates the wr bag. The inflator, air bag and
related hardware are all part of the air bag modules
packed inside the steering wheel and in the instrument
panel in front of the right front passenger.
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How does an air bag restrain?

In moderate 1o severe frontal or near-frontal collisions,
even belted occupants can contact the steering wheel or the
mstrument panel. The wr bag supplemenis the protection
provided by safery belts. Air bags distribute the foroe of
the impact more evenly over the ocoupant’s upper body,
stopping the occupant more gradually, But air bags would
not hefp you in many types of collisions, including
mllovers, rear impacts and side impacts, primarily beciuse
an occupant’s motion is not toward the air bag, Air biags
should never be regarded as anything more than a
supplement to safety belts, and then ooly in modersite 1o
severe fromtal or near-frontal collisions.

What will you see after an air bag inflates?

Afier the gir bag infintes, it quickly detlates. This occurs
s0 quickly that some people may not even realize the air
bag inflated. Some components of the air bag module in
the steering wheel hub for the driver's air bag, or the
instrument punel for the right front passenger’'s bag, will
be hot for a short time, The part of the bag that comes
into contact with you may be warm, but it will never be
too hot to touch. There will be some smoke and dust
commg from vents in the deflated air bags. Air bag
imflation will not prevent the driver from seeing or from
being able to steer the vehicle, nor will it stop people
from leaving the vehicle.

/\ CAUTION:

When an air bag inflates, there is dust in the air.
This dust could cause breathing problems for
people with a history of asthma or other
hreathing trouble. To aveid this, everyone in the
vehicle should get out as soon as it is safe (o do so,
If you have breathing problems but can’t get out
of the vehicle after an air bag inflates, then get
fresh air by opening a window or door.

In many crashes severe enough to inflate an air bag,

windshields are broken by vehicle delormution,

Additional windshield breakage may also occur from the

right fromt passenger air bag.

® The air bags are designed to inflate only once. Afier
they inflate, you'll need some new paris for your air
bag system. If you don’t get them, the air bag system
won'l be there to help protect you in another crash,
A new system will include air bag modules and
possibly other parts. The service manuul for your
vehicle covers the need to replace other parts,
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® Your vehicle i1s equipped with a crash sensing and
diagnostic module, which records information about
the wr bag system, The module records information
about the readiness of the system, when the sensors
are betivated und driver's safety belt usage at
deployment,

® Let only qualified rechnicians work on yvour air bag
system. Improper service can mean that your air bag
system won't work properly. See your dealer for
SEIVICE.

NOTICE:

If you damage the cover for the driver’s or the
right front passenger’s air bag, they may not
waork properly. You may have to replace the air
bag module in the steering wheel or both the air
bag module and the instrument panel for the
right front passenger’s air bag. Do not open or
break the air bag covers.

Servicing Your Air Bag-Equipped Pontiac

Alr bags affect how your Pontiac should be serviced.
There are parts of the air bag system in several places
around your vehicle, Yoo don't want the system (o
inflate while someone is working on your vehicle. Your
Pontiac dealer and the Grand Am Service Manual have
information about servicing your vehicle and the air bag
system. To purchase a service manual, see “Service and
Owner Publications™ in the Index.

/A CAUTION:

For up 1o 10 minutes after the ignition key is
turned off and the battery is disconnected, an air
bag can still inflate during improper service. You
can be injured if you are close to an air bag when
it inflates, Avoid wires wrapped with yellow tape
or yellow connectors. They are probably part of
the air bag system. Be sure to follow proper
service procedures, and make sure the person
performing work for you is qualified to do so.

The air bag system does not need regular maintenance,
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Safety Belt Use During Pregnancy

Safety belts work for everyone, including pregnant
womer Like all occupants, they are more hkely to be
seriously injured if they don't wear safety belis.

A pregnont woman should wear a lap-shoulder belt, and
the lap portion should be worn as low as possible, below
the rounding, throughout the pregnancy.

The best way to protect the fetus is to protect the
mother. When a safery belt is worn properly, it's more
hkely that the fetus won't be hurt in g crash, For
pregnant women, as for anyone, the key 1o making
siafety belrs effective is wearing them properly.

Right Front Passenger Position

The right front passenger's safety bell works the same
way as the driver’s safety belt. See “Driver Position,”
garkier in this section.

Rear Seat Passengers

Irs very important for rear seat passengers (o buckle up!
Acciden! statistics show that unbelted people in the rear
seal are hurt more often in crashes than those who are
wearing safety belts.

Rear passengers who aren't safety belted can be thrown
out of the vehicle in 4 erash. And they can sirike othersy
in the vehicle who dre wearing safety belts,
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Rear Seat Ouiside Passenger Positions
o

m S
P
L/

Lap=Shoulder Bell

The positions next to the windows have lap-shoulder
belts. Here's how to wear one properly,

1. Pick up the latch plate and pull the belt across vou.
Dom’t let 1t get twisted.

2, Push the latch plate into the buckle until it clicks.
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If the bedt stops before it reaches the bockle, lt the
larch plate and keep pulling until you can buckle it

Pull up on the laich plute to make sure it is secure.

If the belt is not long enough, see “Safety Belt
Extender” at the end of this section. Make sure the
release button on the buckle is positioned so you
would be able o unbuckle the safety belt quickly if
yvou ever had 1o,

3. To make the lnp part tight, pull down on the buckle
end of the belt as you pull up on the shoulder part,
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force to the strong pelvic bones, And you'd be less
likely to slide under the lap belt. If you slid under it, the
belt would apply force at your abdomen, This could
cause serious or even fatal injuries, The shoulder belt
should go over the shoulder and across the chest. These
parts of the body are best able to take belt restruining
forces.

The safety bell locks if there’s a sudden stop or a crash,

/\ CAUTION:

You can be seriously hort if vour shoulder belt is
too loose. In a crash, vou would move forward
too much, which could increase injury. The
shoulder belt should fit against vour body.

The lap pari of the belt should be worm low and snug on
the hips, just touching the thighs. In 4 crash, this applies
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To unlatch the belt, just push the button on the buckle.

Rear Safety Belt Comfort Guides for
Children and Small Adults

Rear shoulder belt comfort guides will provide added
satety belt comfort for children who have cutgrown
child restraints and for smuoll adults. When installed on o
shoulder belt, the comfort guide pulls the belt away
from the neck and head.

There is one guide for each ontside pussenger position in
the rear seat. To provide added safety belt comfort for
children who have outgrown child restraints and for
smaller adults, the comfort guides may be mstalled on
the shoulder belts. Here's how to install a comfort guide
and vse the sufety belt:
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1. Pull the elastic cord out from between the edge of 2, Slide the puide under and past the bell. The elastic
the seatback and the interor body to remove the cord must be under the belt. Then, place the guide
guide from ity stornge chp, over the belt, and insert the two edges of the belt into

the slots of the guide.




3, Be sure that the belt is pot twisted and it lies flat 4. Buckle, position and release the safety belt as

The elastic cord must be under the bel and the guide described in “Rear Seat Outside Passenger Positions™
on top. earlier in this section. Make sure that the shoulder
belt crosses the shoulder.




To remove and store the comfort guides, just perform
these steps in reverse onder. Squeeze the belt edges
together so that you can take them out from the guides.
Pull the guide npward to expose its storage clip, and
theen shde the guide onto the clip, Rotate the guide and
clip inward and in between the seathack and the interior
body, leaving only the loop of elastic cord exposed,

Center Passenger Position

I

Lap Belt

When you sit in the center seating position, you have a
lap safety belt, which has no retractor. To make the belt
longer, (it the latch plate and pull it along the belt,
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To make the belt shorter, pull iis free end as shown until
the belt is snog.

Buckle, position and release it the same way as the lap
part of a lap-shoulder belt. If the belt isn't long enough,
see “Safety Bell Extender™ at the end of this section,

Make sure the release button on the buckle is positionad
50 you would be able to unbuckle the safety belt quickly
if you ever had to.

Children

Everyone in a vehicle needs protection! That includes
infants and all children smaller than adull size. In fact,
thee law in every state in the United States and in every
Canadian province suys children up to some age must be
restrained while in a vehicle.

Smaller Children and Babies

ﬁl CAUTION:

Smaller children and babies should always be
restrained in a child or infant restraine. The
instructions for the restraint will say whether it
is the right type and size for your child. A very
young child"s hip bones are so small that a
regular belt might not stay low on the hips, as it
should. Instead, the belt will likely be over the
child’s abdomen. In a crash, the belt would apply
furce right on the child’s abdomen, which could
canse serions or fatal injuries, So, be sure that
any child small enough for one is always properly
restrained in a child or infant restraint.
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CAUTION: (Continued)

heavy you can’t hold it. For example, in a erash

at only 25 mph (40 km/h), a 12-1b. (5.5 kg) baby

will suddenly become a 240-1b. (110 kg) lorce on

vour arms. The baby would be almost impossible
to hold,

Secure the baby in an infant restraint.

/\ CAUTION:

Never hold a baby in your arms while riding in a

vehicle. A baby doesn’t weigh much =- until a

crash, During a crash a baby will become so
CAUTION: (Continued)




Child Restraints

Be sure the child restraint is designed 1o be used in a
vehicle, If it is, it will have a label saying that it meets
Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards,

Then follow the instructtons for the restraint. You may
find these instructions on the restraint itself or in a
booklet, or both. These restraints use the belt system in
your vehicle, but the child also has to be secured within

the restraint to help réduce the chance of personal injury.

The instructions that come with the infant or child
restraint will show you how 1o do that

Where to Pui the Restraint

Accident statistics show that children are safer if they
are restrained in the rear rather than the front seat. We at
General Motors therelore recommend that you put your
child restroint in the rear seat. Never pul a rear-facing
child restraint in the (ront passenger seat, Here's why!

/\ CAUTION:

A child in a rear-facing child restraint can be
seriously injured if the right front passenger's air
bag inflates. This is because the back of a
rear-facing child restraint would be very close to
the inflating air bag. Always secure a rear-facing
child restraint in the rear seat.

You may, however, secure a forward-facing child
resiraint in the right front seat. Before you secure
i forward-facing child restraint, always move the
front passenger seat as far back as it will go. Or,
secure the child restraint in the rear seat.

Wherever you install it, be sare to secure the child
restrant properly.

Keep in mind that an unsecured child restraint can move
around in a collision or sudden stop and injure people in
the vehicle. Be sure to properly secure any child
restraint in your vehicle -- even when no ¢hild is in it
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Top Strap

If your child restruint has a top strap, it should be
anchored. If you need to have an anchor installed, you
can ask your Pontiac dealer to put it in for you. If you
want to install an anchor yourself, yvour dealer can tell
you how to do it

For cars first sold in Canada, child restraints with a top
strap must be anchored according (0 Canadian law.

Your dealer can obtain the hardware kit and install it for
you, or you may install it yourself usimg the instructions
provided in the kit

Use the tether hardware kit available from the dealer.
The hardware and installation imstructions were
specifically designed for this vehicle,

Securing a Child Restraint in a Rear
Outside Seat Position

3>
.

=

U

You'll be using the lap-shoulder bell See the earlier pan
about the top strap if the child restraint has one,

1. Put the restraint on the seat. Follow the instructions
for the child restraint,

2, Secure the child in the child restraint as the
Instructions say,
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3. Pick up the latch plate, and run the lap and shoulder
portions of the vehicle's sufety belt through or
around the restrnint, The child restraint instructions
will show you how,

4. Buckle the belt. Make sure the release button is
positioned so you would be able to unbuckle the
safety belt quickly if you ever had-1o,

Tilt the latch plate to adjust the belt if needed.

If the shoulder belr goes in front of the chld’s face or
neck, put it behind the child restraint,
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5. To ughten the belt, pull up on the shoulder belt while
you push down on the child restrunt.

6. Push and pull the child restraint in different
directions to be sure it is secure.

To remaove the child restraint, just unbuckle the vehicle's
safety belt and let it go back all the way, The safety belt
will nove freely again and be ready o work: for an adult
or larger child passenger.

Securing a Child Restraint in the Center
Rear Seat Position

N
o

g
L/

You'll be using the lap belt,

See the earlier part about the top strap if the chald
restraint has one.
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1-40

Make the belt as long as possible by tilting the laich 3. Buckle the belt. Make sure the release button is
plate and pulling it along the beit. positioned so you would be able to unbuckle the
safety belt quickly if you ever had 1o,

Put the restraimt on the seat. Follow the instructions

for the child restraint. 6. To tighten the belt, pull its free end while you push
Secure the child in the child restraint as the down on the child restraint.
instructions suy.

. Run the vehicle’s safety belt through or around the

restruint, The child restraint instructions will show
yorr how,




7. Push and pull the child restraint in different
directions 1o be sure it is secure. If it 1sn't, secure
the restruint in a different place in the vehicle and
contact the child restraint muker {or their advice
about how to attach the child restruant properly.

To remove the child restraint, just unbuckle the vehicle’s
safety belt. It wall be ready to work for an adult or larger
child passenger.

Securing a Child Restraint in the Right
Front Seat Position

Ly
e

77

Your vehicle has a right front passenger air bag. Never
put a rear-facing child restraint in this seat. Here's why:

/\ CAUTION:

A child in a rear-facing child restraint can be
seriously injured if the right front passenger’s air
bag inflates. This is because the back of a
rear-facing child restraint would be very close to
the inflating air bag. Always secure a rear-facing
child restraint in the rear seat.

You'll be using the lap-shoulder bell, See the earlier part
about the top strup if the child restraint has one,

1, Beconse your vehicle has a right front passenger air
bag, always move the seat as far back as it will go
before securing a forward-facing child restraing. (See
“Seats” m the Index.)

b

Put the restraint on the seat, Follow the instructions
for the child restraint.

3, Secure the child in the child restraint as the
INSrUCtions say.

4. Pick up the laich plate, and run the lap and shoulder
partions of the vehicle's sufety belt through or
around the restraint. The child restraint instructions
will show you how,
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Thlt the latch plate 1o adjust the belt if needed.

5. Buckle the belt. Make sure the release button is

If the shoulder belt goes in front of the child's face oF positioned so you would be able 1o unbuckle the
neck, put it behind the child restraint. safery belt quickly 1’ you ever had to,
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6. To tighten the belt, pull up on the shoulder bele while
you push down on the child restraint.

7. Push nnd pull the child restraint in different
directions to be sure it is secure.

To remove the child restrant, just unbuckle the vehicle's
sifety belt and let it go back all the way. The safety belt
will move freely again and be ready to work for an adult
or larger child passenger.

Larger Children

Children who have outgrown child restruings should
wear the vehicle’s safety belts,

If you have the choice, a child should sit pext toa
window so the child can wear & lap-shoulder belt and
get the additional restraint a shoulder belt can provide.
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Accident statistics show that children are safer if they
are restrained m the rear seat. Bul they néed o use the

safety belts properly.

® Children who aren’t buckled up can be thrown out in
i crash.

® Children who aren’t buckled up can strike other
penple who are.

/\ CAUTION:

Never do this.

Here two children are wearing the same belt. The
belt can’t properly spread the impact forces. In a
crash, the two children can be crushed together
and seriously injured. A belt must be nused hy
only one person at a lime.

(2: What if a child is wearing a lap-shoulder belt,
but the child is so small that the shoulder belt is

very close to the child’s face or neck?

A Move the child toward the center of the vehicle, but
be sure that the shoulder belt still is on the chald’s
shoulder, so that in a crash the child’s upper body
would have the restruint that belts provide. If the
child is sitting in o rear seat outside position, sce
“Rear Satery Bell Comfort Guides™ i the Index.

If the child 1% so small that the shoulder belt 1s sl
very close to the child’s face or neck, you might
want 1o place the child in the center seal position,
the one that has only o lup belt.




/\ CAUTION:

Never do this.

Here a child is sitting in a seat that has a
lap-shoulder belt, but the shoulder part is behind
the child. If the child wears the belt in this way, in
a crash the child might slide nnder the belt. The
belt’s force would then be applied right on the
child’s abdomen, That could cause serious or
fatal injuries.

Wherever the child sits, the lap portion of the belt
should be worn low and snug on the hips, just touching
the child’s thighs. This applies belt force to the child's
pelvic bones in a crash.
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Safety Belt Extender

If the vehicle's safety belt will fasten around you, you
should use it,

Bur if a safety belt isn"t long enough to fasten, your
dealer will order you an extender. It’s free. When you go
in to order it, take the heaviest coat you will wear, so the
extender will be long enough for you. The extender will
be just for you, and just for the seat in your vehicle that
you choose. Don'( let someone ¢lse use it, and use it
only for the seat it is made to fit. To wear it, just attach it
1o the regular safety belt.

Checking Your Restraint Systems

Now and then, make sure the safety belt reminder light
and all your belts, buckles, lutch plates, retractors and
anchorages ure working properly. Look for any other
loose or damaged safety belt system parts, If you see
anything that might keep a safety belt system from
daing its job, hive it repaired.

Torn or frayed safety belts may not protect you in a
crash. They can rip apurt under impact forces, If a belt is
tomn or fraved, get a new one right away,

Also look for any opened or broken air bag covers, and

have them repaired or replaced. (The air bag system
does not need regular maintenance. )

Replacing Restraint System Parts
After a Crash

If you've had a crugh, do you need new belts?

After a very minor collision, nothing may be necessary.
But if the belts were stretched, as they would be if wom
during 4 more severe crash, then you need new belis.

If belis are cut or daminged, replace them. Collision
damage also may mean you will need to have safety belt
or seal parts repaired or replaced. New parts and repairs
may be necessary even if the belt wasn't being used at
the time of the collision.

If your seat adjuster won’t work after a crash, the special
part of the safety belt that goes through the scat o the
adjuster may need 1o be replaced.

If an air bag inflates, you'll need to replace air bag
system parts. See the part on the air bag system earlier
in this section.
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v Section 2 Features and Controls

Here vou can learn about the many standard and
optional features on your Pontiac, and information on
starting, shifting and braking. Also explained are the
instrument panel and the wamning systems that tell you if
everything is working properly -- and what to do if you
have a problem.

Keys

/\ CAUTION:

Leaving young children in a vehicle with the
ignition key is dangerous for many reasons, A
child or others could be hadly injured or even

Killed.

They could operate power windows or other
comirols or even make the vehicle move. Don’t
leave the keys in a vehicle with young children.




One key is used for the
ignition, the doors and all
other locks.

When a new Grand Am 15 delivered, the dealer removes
the tags from the keys, and gives them to the first owner.

Each tag has a code on it that tells your dealer or a
qualified locksmith how 1o make extra keys. Keep the
tags in o safe place. If you lose your keys, you'll be able
to have new ones made casily using these lags.

If you need a new Key, g0 to your Pontiac dealer for
the corréct key code. Remember to carry the pre-cut
emergency key which Pontiac sends after delivery. In
an emergency, call the Pontiac Roadside Assistance
Program at 1-B00-ROADSIDE or 1-800-762-3743,

NOTICE:

Your Pontiac has a number of new features that
can help prevent thefl, therefore, you can have a
lot of trouble getting into your vehicle if vou ever
lock your keys inside. You may even have to
damage your vehicle to get in. So be sure you
have extra keys.




Door Locks

/\ CAUTION:

Unlocked doors can be dangerous,

Passengers == especially children -- can easily
open the doors and fall out. When a door is
locked, the inside handle won't open it.
Outsiders can easily enter through an unlocked
door when you slow down or stop your vehicle.

This may not be 50 obvious: You increase the

chance of being thrown out of the vehicle in a
crash il the doors aren’t locked. Wear safety belts
properiy, lock your doors, and you will be far
better off whenever yvon drive vour vehicle.

There are several ways 1o lock and unlock your vehicle.

From the outside, you can use your key m the door lock.

You can also use the Kevless Entry System if your
vehicle has this option.

From the inside, you can lock the door by sliding the
locking lever rearward

To unlock the door, slide the locking lever forward. The
lock control will show orange when in the unlock
Posi,




Power Door Locks Automatic Door Locks

With power door locks, you Just close your doors and turn on the ignition. If you
can lock or anlock all the have an automatic transaxle, all of the doors will lock
doors of vour vehicle from when you move yvour shilt Jever out of PARK (P) or
the driver or front passenger Ve TRAL (N). [T you have & manual transaxle, all
door lock switch. ' of the doors will lock when the vehicle reaches about
8 mph (13 km/h). If someone needs to get out while
the vehicle 1s mnning, have that person use the manual
ar power lock, When the door is closed agoin, it will
lock automatically when you move your shift lever out
of PARK (P) or NEUTRAL (N). If you have a manual
transaxle, the doors will lock when the vehicle reaches
about 8 mph (13 km/h). All doors will automaticalky
unlock when the key 15 tumed to the OFF position.

On four-door models, slide the lock lever on each rear If you don't want the doors to automatically unlock

door to lock or unlock that door. when the key is turned to the OFF position, you cun
rernove the DR UNLK fuse from the velicle fuse block.
For fuse location, see “Fuses and Circuit Breakers™ in
the Index.
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Rear Door Security Lock

Your Pontiac is equipped
with redr door security
locks that help prevent
passengers from opening
the rear doors of your
vehicle from the inside. To
use one of these locks:

1. Use akey 1o move the lock all the way up.
2. Close the door.
3. Do the same thing to the other rear door lock.

The rear doors of your vehicle cannot be opened from
inside when this feature is in use. If vou want Lo open a
real door when the security lock is on:

l. Unlock the door from the inside.

2. Then open the door from the outside.

If vou don't cancel the security lock feature, adults or
older children who tide in the rear won't be able to open
the rear door from the inside. You should let adults and
older children know how these security locks work, and
how to cancel the locks.

I. To cancel the rear door lock, unlock the door from
the inside and open the door from the outside,

2. Use a key to move the lock all the way down.
3. Do the same for the other rear door.

The rear door locks will now work normally.
Leaving Your Vehicle

If you are leaving the vehicle, take your key, open your
door and set the locks from inside. Then get out and
close the door.

k-
i
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Keyless Entry System

[T your Pontinc has this option, you can lock and unlock
your doors or unloek your trunk from up to 30 feet (Y m)
away using the key chain transmirtter supplied with your
vehicle,

Your Keyless Entry
System operates on a
radio frequency
subject to Federal
Commumications
Commission (FCC)
Rules,

This device complies with Part 15 of the FCC Rules.
Opention is subject to the following two conditions:

(1) This device may not cause harmful interference, and
(2) This device must accept any interference received,
inchiding interference that may cause undesired operution.

Should interference Lo this system oceur, try this:

® Check to determine if battery replacement is
necessary. See the instructions on battery
replacement.

& Check the distance, You may be too far from your
vehicle. This product has @ maximum range.

& Check the location. Other vehicles or obijects may be
blocking the signal.

® See your Pontisc dealer or a qualified technician for
SETVICE.

Changes or modifications to this system by other than an
authorized service facility could void authorization to
use this equipment.

Operation

The driver's door will unlock automatically when
UNLOCK is presséd. If UNLOCK is pressed twice
quickly, all doors will unlock. All the doors will lock
when DOOR 15 pressed. The trunk will unlock any time
the opened trunk symbol is pressed if the ignition is
OFF. If the ignition is on, the trunk will unlock if the
automatic transaxle is in NEUTRAL (N) or PARK (P),
Cm vehicles equipped with a mangal transaxle, the
parking bruke must be set.
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Matching Transmitter(s) To Your Vehicle

Each key chain transmitter is coded 1o prevent another
transmitter from unlocking your vehicle. IF a ransmitter
15 lost or stolen, a replacement can be purchased through
your dealer. Remember to bring any remaining
transmitters with you when you go to your dealer. When
the dealer mutches the replacement transmitier to your
vehicle, any remaining transmitters must also be
matched. Onee the new ransmitter is coded. the lost
transmitter will not unlock your vehicle. Each vehicle
can have only two transmitters matched to it

Battery Replacement

Under normal use, the batteries in your key chain
transmuitter should last sbout fwo years.

You can tell the batteries are weak if the ransmitler
won't work at the normal range in any location. If you
have to get elose to your vehicle before the transmitter
works, it's probably time to change the batteries.

Replacing the Batiery in the Remote Keyless Entry

1. Pop the cover off by inserting a coin or similar
object in the slot between the covers, and then

TWisting.

o

Lifi the front cover off, bottom half first.

3. Remove nnr.l replace the two batteries. Use two
Duracell” batieries, type DL-2016 or equivalent.

4. Put the two halves back together. Make sure the
cover is on tightly, so water won't get in.

5. Check the transmitter operation.
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Trunk Trunk Lock

To unlock the trunk from the outside, insert one of the
keys to the vehicle and turn the runk lock cylinder.

/\ CAUTION:

Remote Trunk Release

It can be dangerous to drive with the trunk lid
open because carbon monoxide (CO) gas can
come into your vehicle. You can’t see or smell
CO. It can cause unconsciousness and even death.

If you must drive with the trunk lid open or if
electrical wiring or other cuble conneetions must
pass through the seal between the body and the
trunk lid:

® Make sure all windows are shult.,

® Turn the fan on your heating or cooling
system to its highest speed with the setting
on VENT. That will force outside air into
your vehicle. See *Comfort Controls™ in the
Index.

® If you have air outlets on or under the
instrument panel, open them all the way.

The remote trunk release handle is located on the floor
near the left side of the dnver’s seat in {ront of the fuel
door release. Pull wpwird on the remote release handle
See “Engine Exhaust™ in the Index. o release the trunk lid, Make sure the override feature s
not activated,




Trunk Security Override

The remode trunk release is
equipped with an overnde
| feature to help prevent
unanthorized entry into the
trumk when leaving the
vehicle unattended, The
switch is localed on the
mside of the trunk hid,
mounted (o the trunk lid
latch.

To turn the override feature on, shide the switch all the
way (o the right. To tum the override feature off, slide
the switch all the way (o the lefi.

When the override is on, the mechamical remote trunk
release will not release the trunk fid. However, the trunk
lid can still be opened with the key,

This lockout feature is only available on vehicles that do
not have the Keyless Entry System.

Theft

Vehicle theft is big business, especiilly in some cities,
Although vour Pontiae has 8 number of theft-deterrent
features, we know that nothing we put on it can make it
impossible to steal, However, there are ways you can
help.

Key in the Ignition

If you leave your vehicle with the keys inside, it's an
casy targel for joy riders or professional thieves -- so
don't do 1.

When you park your Pontinc and open the driver’s door,
you'll hear a chime reminding you (o remove your key
from the ignition and take it with you. Always do thas.
Your steering wheel will be locked. and so will your
imition. If you have an automatic transaxle, taking your
key out also locks yvour transaxle. And remember to lock
the doors,

Parking at Night

Park in a lighted spot, close all windows and lock your
vehicle. Remember (o keep your valuables out of sight,
Put them in a storage area, or take them with you.




Parking Lots

If you park in a lot where someone will be watching
your vehicle, it's best to lock it up und take your keys.
But what if vou have to leave your ignition key? What if
you have to leave something valuable in your vehicle?

® Put your valuables in a storage area, like your trunk
or glove box.

® Lock the glove box.
® Lock all the doors except the driver's.
® Then take the door key with you.

Passlock ™

Your vehicle is equipped with the Passlock
thefi-deterrent system.

Passlock is a passive theft-deterrent system. The system
15 armed once the key is removed from the 1gnition.

Passlock enables fuel if the ignition lock cylinder is
tumed with a valid key, If a correct key is not used, fuel
18 disabled.

During normal opermtion, the THEFT SYS light will go
off after the engine is started. In the unlikely event that
the engine sialls and the THEFT SYS light flashes, wiit
until the light stops flashing before trying to restart the
engine. Remember to release the Key from the START
positicn as soon as the engine starts, If after several tries
the vehicle still does not start, the vehicle may need
service. At this time, you may also want to check the
fuses (see “Fuses and Circuit Breakers™ in the Index),
See your Pontiac dealer for service.

If the THEFT SY'S light comes on while the engine is
running, 8 problem has been detected and the sysiem
may need service. See vour dewler for service.

In an emergency, call the Pontine Roadside Assistance
Program at 1-B00-ROADSIDE or 1-800-762-3743,
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New Vehicle “*Break-In"

Ignition Switch

® Don’t drive at any one speed -~ fust or
slow == for the first S(8 miles (804 km),
Don't make full-throttle starts.

& Avoid making hard stops for the first
200 miles (322 km) or so. During this time
your new hrake linings aren’t yet broken
in. Hard stops with new linings can mean
premature wear and earlier replacement.
Follow this breaking-in guideline every
time vou get new brake linings,

& Don't tow a trailer during break-in. See
“Towing a Trailer” in the Index for more

information.

c
NOTICE: .
S S
P | D
Your modern Pontiac doesn’t need an ¢laboraie B d ,' %
“break-in." But it will perform better in the long . IJ :
run if you follow these guidelines: £ N I A

With the key in the igmtion switch, you can tum the
swiich to five positions.

ACCESSORY (A): This position lets you use things
like the radio and windshield wipers when the engine is
off. To use ACCESSORY, push in the Key and tamn it
wvward you. Your steering wheel will stay locked.
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LOCK (B); Before you put the key into the ignition
switch, the switch is in LOCKL It's also the only pesition
in which you can remove the key, This locks vour
steering wheel, {gnition and transaxle (on automatic
models),

OFF (C): This position unlocks the steering wheel,
inition, and ransaxle (on automatic models), but does
not send elecirical power to any accessones. Use this
position if your vehicle must be pushed or towed, but
never try to push-start your vehicle, A warning chime
will sound if you open the driver's door when the
ignition is off and the key i in the ignition,

RUN (D): This position 15 where the key returns after
you start your engine and release the switch. The switch
stays in the RUN position when the engine is running.
But even when the enging is not running, you can use
RUN 1o operate vour electrical power accessories, and
1o display some instrument panel warmning lights.

START (E): This position staris your engine. When the
engine starts, relecase the key, The ignition switch will
return t0 RUN for normal driving.

Note that even if the engine is not runming, the positions
ACCESSORY and RUN are on positions that allow you
1o operate your electrical accessories, such as the radio,

/\ CAUTION:

On manual transaxle vehicles, torning the key to
LOCK will lock the steering column and result in
a loss of ability to steer the vehicle, This could
cause a collision. If you need to turn the engine
off while the vehicle is moving, turn the key only
to OFF. Don't press the key release button while
the vehicle is moving.

NOTICE:

If your key seems stuck in LOCK and you can't
turn it, be sure it is all the way in. IT it is, then
turn the steering wheel left and right while you
turn the key hard. But turn the key only with
yvour hand. Using a tool to foree it could break
the key or the ignition switch. If none of this
works, then your vehicle needs service.
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Key Release Button (Manual Transaxle)

The key cannot be removed from the ignition unless the
key relense button 15 used.

To remove the key, turn the key to the OFF position.
Whale pressing the key release button, turm the key to
the LOCK position. Pull the key straight out.

Starting Your Engine

Engines start diffevently. The Bth digit of your Vehicle
[dentification Number (VIN) shows the code letter or

number for your engine. You will find the VIN at the top
left of your instrument panel. (See “Vehicle
Identification Number™ in the Index.) Follow the proper
steps to start the engine.

Automatic transaxle

Move your shift lever to PARK (F) or NEUTRAL (N).
Your engine won't start in any other position -- that’s a
safety feature. To restart when you're already moving,
use NEUTRAL (N) only.

NOTICE:

Don’t try 1o shift to PARK (P) if your Pontiae is
moving. If you de, you could damage the
transaxle. Shift to PARK (P) only when your
vehicle is stopped.

Manual transaxle

The gear selector should be in NEUTRAL (N). Hold the
clutch pedal to the floor and start the engineg. Your
vehicle won't start if thee clutch pedal is not all the way
down — that's a safety [eature,




Starting Your 2.4 Liter Engine

1. Without pushing the accelerator pedal, turn your
ppnition key (o START. When the engine starts, let
20 of the key. The idle speed will go down as your
ENZIne gels wirm.

NOTICE:

floor and holding it there as you hold the key in
START for about three seconds. This clears the extra
gasoline from the engine. If the vehicle starts briefly
but then stops again, do the same thing, but this me
keep the pedal about one-quarter of the way down
for five or six seconds,

Holding your key in STAKT for longer than

15 seconds at a time will canse your battery to be
drained much sooner. And the excessive heat can
damage your starter motor.

NOTICE:

2, Ifit doesn't start right away, and if the weather 15
very cold (below -20°F or -29°C), push the

dccelerntor pedal about one-quarter of the way down

while you turn the key 1o START, Do this until the
engine starts, As soon as it does, let go of the key.

3. If your engine still won’t start {or starts but then
stops), it could be flooded with too much gasoline,

Try pushing your accelerntor pedal all the way 1o the

Your engine is designed to work with the
electronics in your vehicle. If you add electrical
paris or accessories, you could change the way
the engine operates. Before adding electrical
equipment, check with your dealer, If vou don’t,
your engine might not perform properly.

If you ever have to have your vehicle towed, see
the part of this manual that tells how to do it
without damaging your vehicle. See “Towing
Your Vehicle™ in the Index.
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Starting Your 3.1 Liter Engine

1. Without pushing the accelerator pedal, tumn your NOTICE:
ignition key 1o START. When the engine starts, let o )
go of the key. The idle speed will go down as your Your engine is dﬁlﬂnﬂ? to work with the
engine gets warm. electronics in your vehicle. If you add electrical

parts or accessories, you could change the way
the engine operates. Before adding electrical
cquipment, check with your dealer. If vou don’t,
your engine might not perform properly.

I you ever have to have your vehicle towed, see
the part of this manual that tells how to do it
without damaging vour vehicle, See “Towing
Your Vehicle™ in the Index.

NOTICE:

Holding your key in START for longer than

15 seconds ot a time will canse your battery 1o be
drained much sooner. And the excessive heat can
damage your starter motor.

2. It your engine won't start (or starts but then stops),
it could be flooded with too much gasoline. Try
pushing your accelerator pedal all the way to the
floor and holding it there as you hold the key in
START for up to 15 seconds. This clears the extra
gasoline from the engime.
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Engine Coolant Heater (Option)

24L Engine

A.1L Enging

In very cold weather, 0°F {-187C) or colder, the engine
coolant heater can help. You'll get casier starting and
better fuel economy during engine warm-up. Usually,
the coolunt heater should be plugged in 4 minimum of
four hours pnior (o starting your vehicle,
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To use the coolant heater: 4, After you've used the coolant heater, be sure to store
. Turn off the engine the cord as it was before (o keep it away from

: : moving enging parts. If you don’'t, it could be
2. Open the hood and unwrap the electrical cord. damaged.
3

. Plug it into a normal, grounded 110-volt AC outler. How long should you keep the coolant heater plugged
in? The answer depends on the outside temperature, the

kind of oil you have, and some other things. Instead of
A CAUTION: trying to list everything here, we ask that you contact
your Ponting dealer in the area where you'll be parking
your vehicle. The dealer can give you the best advice for
that particular area.

Flugging the cord into an ungrounded outlet
could cause an electrical shoek. Also, the wrong
kimd of extension cord could overheat and cause
i fire. You could be seriously injured. Plug the
cord into a properly grounded three-prong
110-volt AC outlet. If the cord won't reach, use a
heavy-duty three-prong extension cord rated for
at least 15 amps,




Automatic Transaxle Operation

Your Grand Am may be equipped with a four-speed
automatic ransaxle. The shift lever 15 located on the
console between the seats,

There are seven different
positions for the shaft lever
on the four-speed
auitomatc ransaxle.

-n wzzo

PARK (P): This locks vour front wheels. It's the best
position to use when you start your engine because your
vehicle can’t move easily.

/\ CAUTION:

It is dangerous to get out of vour vehicle if the
shift lever is not fully in PARK (P) with the
parking brake firmly set. Your vehicle can roll.

Don't leave your vehicle when the engine is
running unless you have to. If you have lefi the
engine running, the vehicle can move suddenly.
You or others could be injured. To be sure your
vehicle won't move, even when you're on fairly
level ground, always set your parking brake and
move the shift lever to PARK (P),

See “Shifting Into PARK (P)” in the Index. If
you 're pulling & trailer, see “Towing a Trailer” in
the Index.

-




Ensure the shift lever is fully in PARK (P) range before
starting the engine. Your Pontiac has a brake-transaxle
shift interlock. You have to fully apply your regular
brakes before you can shift from PARK (P) when the
igmtion key is in the RUN position. If you cannot shift

out of PARK {P), case pressure on the shift lever — push

the shift lever all the way into PARK (P) -- as you
maintain brake application. Then move the shift lever
into the gear you wish. (Press the shift lever button
before moving the shift lever.) See “Shifting Out of
PARK (P)" later in thas section,

REVERSE (R): Use this gear to back up.

NEUTRAL (N): In this position, your engine doesn’t
commect with the wheels. To restart when you're
already moving, use NEUTRAL (N) only. Also, use
NEUTRAL (N) when your viehicle is being towed,

/\ CAUTION:

NOTICE:

Shifting to REVERSE (R) while your vehicle is
moving forward could damage your transaxle.
Shift 1o REVERSE (R) only after vour vehicle is
stopped.

Shifting out of PARK (") or NEUTRAL (N} while
your engine is *“racing” (running at high speed) is
dangerous. Unless your foot is lirmly on the
brake pedal, vour vehicle could move very
rapidly. You could lose control and hit people or
objects. Don’t shift out of PARK (P) or
NEUTRAL (N) while your engine is racing.

NOTICE:

To rock vour vehicle back und forth to get out of snow,
ice or sand without damaging vour transaxle, see “If
You're Stuck: In Sand, Mud, fee or Snow" in the Index.

Damage to your transaxie caused by shifting out
of PARK (P) or NEUTRAL (N) with the engine
racing isn’t covered by your warranty.
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AUTOMATIC OVERDRIVE (D): This position 1s for

normal driving with the four-speed automatic transaxle,

If you nead more power for passing, and yoo ‘re:

® Going less than about 35 mph (55 km/h), push vour
accelerator pedal sbout halfway down,

® Going about 35 mph (55 km/h) or more, push the
accelerator all the way down.,

The transaxle will automatically shift down to the next
gear and provide more power.

THIRD (3): This position is also used for normal
driving, however, it offers more power und lower fuel
econcmy than AUTOMATIC OVERDRIVE (D}, Here
are some times you might choese THIRD (3) instead of
AUTOMATIC OVERDRIVE (D):

® When driving on hilly, winding roads,

® When towing a trailer, so there is less shifting
betwesn gears.

® When going down a steep hill.

SECOND (2) and FIRST (1): These positions provide
second and first gear performance, When downshifting
from AUTOMATIC OVERDRIVE (D) or THIRD (3)
into SECOND (2}, the transaxle will operate in second
geqar at vehicle speeds greater than 20 mph (32 km/h)
and in first gear at vehicle speeds less than 20 mph

(32 kmv/h).

NOTICE:

Don't drive in SECOND (2) for more than 25 miles
(41 km), or at speeds over 55 mph (88 km/h), or
you can damage your transaxie. Use THIRD (3)

or AUTOMATIC OVERDRIVE (D) as muoch as
possible.

Don’t shift into SECOND (2) unless you are going
slower than 65 mph (105 km'h), or you can
damage your engine.
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Manual Transaxle

This is your shift pattern,
1 3 5
N |
2 q R

Here's how to operate your transaxle:

FIRST (1): Press the clutch pedal and shift mto
FIRST (1). Then, slowly let up on the clutch pedul as
vou press the accelerntor pedal.

You can shift into FIRST (1) when you're going Jess
than 2{ mph (32 km/h), I you've come to a complete
stop and it's hard to shift intg FIRST (1), put the shift
lever in NEUTRAL (N) and let up on the clutch. Press
the clutch pedal buck down. Thin shift into FIRST (1),

SECOND (2): Press the clutch pedal as you let up on
the wccelerntor pedal and shift into SECOND (2), Then,
slowly let up on the clutch pedat as you press the
accelerator pedal,

THIRD (3}, FOURTH (4) and FIFTH (5): Shift into
THIRD (3), FOURTH (4) and FIFTH (3) the same way
you do for SECOND (2). Slowly let up on the clutch
pedal as you press the secelerntor pedal.

To stop let up on the accelerator pedal and press the
brake pedal. Just before the vehicle stops, press the
clutch pedal and the brake pedal, and shift into
NEUTRAL (N).
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NEUTRAL (N): Use this position when you start or
idle your engine.

REVERSE (R): To back up, press down the cluich
pedal and shift into REVERSE (R). Let up on the clutch
pedal slowly while pressing the sceelerator pedal,

NOTICE:

Shift to REVERSE (R) only after your vehicle is
stopped. Shifting to REVERSE (R} while your
vehicle s moving could damage your transaxle.

Also, use REVERSE (R), along with the parking brake,
for parking your vehicle.

Shift Speeds

/\ CAUTION:

If you skip more than one gear when you
downshift, you could lose control of your vehicle.
And vou could injure yourself or others. Don™t
shift from FIFTH (5) to SECONI (2) or from
FOURTH (4) to FIRST (1).

This chart shows when 1o shift 1o the next higher genr
for best fuel economy,




Acceleration Shift Speeds for 2.4L (Code T) Engine

15t to 2nd 15 mph {24 km/h)
2nd to 3rd 25 mph (40 km/h)
Ird o 4th 40 mph (64 kmy/h)
dth 1o Sth 45 mph (72 kim/h)

If your speed drops below 20 mph (32 km/h), or if the
engine 15 not running smoothly, you should downshift to
the next lower gear. You may have to downshift two or
more gears (o keep the engine running smoothly or for
good performance,

Up Shift Light

If you have o manual
transaxle, you have u
SHIFT light. This light will
show you when to shift to
the next higher gear for best
fuel economy.

SHIFT

NOTICE:

If you skip more than one gear when you
downshift, or if vou race the engine when you
downshift, you can damage the cluich or
transaxie.

When this light comes on, you can shift to the next
higher gear if weather, road and traffic conditions let
you. For the best fuel economy, accelerate slowly and
shift when the light comes on.

While you accelerate, it is normal for the light to go on
andl off if you quickly change the position of the
accelerator. lgnore the SHIFT light when vou downshift.
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handle, 1f the ignition 15 on, the brake system waming
light will come on.

To release the parking bruke hold the regular brake
pedal down. Pull the parking brake lever up until you
can press the release button. Hold the release button in
as you move the brake lever all the way down.

Parking Brake

NOTICE:

Diriving with the parking brake on can cause
your vear brakes to overheal. You may have to
replace them, and you could also damage other

FOREy ]
1“!"1}.1--.-.

: ;_ﬁ ;_L; parts of your vehicle,

If you are towing @ trailer and are parking on any hill,

To set the parking brake hold the regular brake pedal e R ;
down with your right foot. Pull up on the parking bruke = Tuwm}i‘ 4 Trailer™ it the I,"d":“"f" That sectm shows
what o do first to keep the railer from moving.




Shifting Into PARK (P)
(Automatic Transaxie Models Only)

/\ CAUTION:

It can be dangerous to get out of vour vehicle if
the shift lever is not fully in PARK (F) with the
parking brake firmly set. Your vehicle can roll.

If you have left the engine running, the vehicle
can move suddenly. You or others could be
injured. To be sure your vehicle won't move, even
when you're on fairly level ground, use the steps

that follow, IT you're pulling a trailer, see 2. Move the shift lever into PARK (P) position like
“Towing a Trailer” in the Index. this:
® Hold in the button on the lever.
i. Hold the brake pedal down with your nght foot and ® Push the lever all the way towsrd the front of
set the parking brake. your vehicle.

3. Move the ignition key o LOCK
4. Remove the key and take it with yow If you can

leave your vehicle with the ignition key in your
hand, your vehicle is m PARK (F)

b
i

b

h




Leaving Your Vehicle With the Engine
Running (Automaltic Transaxle
Maodels Only)

/\ CAUTION:

It can be dangerous to leave your vehicle with the
engine running. Your vehicle could move
suddenly if the shift lever is not fully in PARK (P)
with the parking brake firmly set. And. if you
leave the vehicle with the engine running, it could
overheat and even catch fire. You or others could
be injured. Don’t leave your vehicle with the
engine running unless you have to,

If you have to leave your vehicle with the engine
running, be sure vour vehicle is in PARK () and your
parking brake is firmly set before you leave it. Afier
you've moved the shift lever into the PARK (P)

position, hold the regular brake pedal down, Then, see il
you can move the shitt lever away from PARK (P)

without first pushing the button,

If you can, it means that the shift lever wasn't fully
locked into PARK (P).

Torque Lock (Automatic Transaxle)

If you are parking on a hill and you don’t shift your
transaxle mnto PARK (P) properly, the weight of the
viehicle may put too much force on the parking pawl in
the transaxle. You may find it difficult to pull the shift
lever out of PARK (P), This is ealled “torquz lock.” To
prevent ergque lock, set the parking brake and then shift
into PARK (P) property before you leave the driver’s
seat. To find out how, see “Shifting Into PARK (P}7 in
the Index.

When you are ready to drive, move the shift lever out af
PARK (P) before you release the parking brake.

If torque lock does occur, you may need to have another
vehicle push yours a hittle uphill to take some of the
pressure from the transaxle, so you can pull the shift
lever out of PARK (P},
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Shifting Out of PARK (P)
(Automatic Transaxie Models Only)

Your Pontiac has a brake-transaxle shift interlock. You
have to fully apply vour regular brakes before you ¢an
shift from PARK (P) when the ignition is in the RUN
position. See “Automatic Transaxle Operation” in the
Index.

If you cannot shifi out of PARK (F), ease pressure on
the shift lever — push the shift lever all the way nto
PARK {P) -- as you maintain brake application. Then
maove the shift lever into the gear you want. (Press the
shift lever button before moving the shift lever.)

If you ever hold the brake pedal down but still can’t
shift out of PARK (F), trv this:

1. Tum the key to OFF, not LOCK.

I

Apply and hold the regular brake until the end of
Step 4.

3. Shift to NEUTRAL (N).

4. Start the vehicle and then shift to the drive gear you
WL

5. Have the vehicle fixed as soon as you can,

Parking Your Vehicle
(Manual Transaxle Models Only)

Before you get out of your vehicle, put your manual
transaxle in REVERSE (R) and firmly apply the parking
brake.

If you are parking on a hill, or if your vehicle is
equipped to tow a truiler, see “Towing a Trmiler” in the
Index.
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Parking Over Things That Burn Engine Exhaunst

1 -

/\ CAUTION:

Engine exhaust can kill. It contains the gas
carbon monoxide (CO), which you can’t see or
smell, It can cause unconsciousness and death.

You might have exhaust coming in if:

® Your exhaust system sounds strange or
difTerent.

® Your vehicle gets rusty underneath.

® Your vehicle was damaged in a collision.

® Your vehicle was damaged when driving over
high poinis on the road or over road debris.

® Repairs weren't done correctly.

® Your vehicle or exhaunst svstem had been

A EAUTIGN: modified improperly.

If you ever suspect exhaust is coming into vour

vehicle:

® Drive it only with all the windows down Lo
blow out any CO; and

® Have your vehicle fixed immediately.

Things that can burn could touch hot exhaust
paris under your vehicle and ignite. Don’t park
over papers, leaves, dry grass or other things that
can burn,
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Running Your Engine While You're
Parked (Automatic Transaxle)

It"s better not 1o park with the engine rumning, But if you
ever have to, here are some things (o know.

/A\ CAUTION:

/\ CAUTION:

Idling the engine with the air system control off
could allow dangerous exhaust into your vehicle
(see the earlier Caution under “Engine
Exhaust™).

Also, idling in a closed-in place can let deadly
carbon monoxide (CO) into your vehicle even if
the fan switch is at the highest setting. One place
this can happen is a garage. Exhaust -- with

CO == can come in easily. NEVER park in a
garage with the engine running.

Another closed-in place can be a blizzard. (See
“Blizzard” in the Index.)

It can be dangerous to get out of your vehicle if
the shift lever is not fully in PARK (P) with the
parking brake firmly set. Your vehicle can roll.
Don’t leave your vehicle when the engine is
running unless you have to. If you've lefi the
engine running, the vehicle can move suddenly.
You or others could be injured. To be sure your
vehicle won't move, even when you're on fairly
level ground, always set your parking brake and
move the shift lever to PARK (P).

Follow the proper sieps to be sure your vehicle won't
move, See “Shifting Into PARK (P)" in the Index,
H you are parking on a hill and if you're pulling a
traifer, also see “Towing a Trailer” in the Index.




Windows

On a vehicle with manual windows, use the window
crank located on the inside of each door to open and
close each window,

Power Windows (Option)

Switches on the dover's door armrest control each of the
windows when the ignition 15 on. In addition, each
passenger door has a switch for its own window,

The driver’s window switch has an auto-down feature,
This switch is labeled AUTO. Tap the switch back, and
the driver's window will open a small amount, When the
switch is moved all the way back, the window will go
down all the way.,

To stop the window while it is lowering, move the
switch forward, To mise the window, move and hold the
switch forward.

On four-door models, the drver s window controlds also
inelude a lock-out switch. Press REAR LOCK OUT to
stop front and rear passengers from using their window
switches. The driver can still control all of the windows
with the switch in the lock position. Press the other side
of the REAR LOCK OUT button {or normal window
operation.

Horn

Press the center of vour steering wheel to sound the
hom.
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Tilt Wheel (Option) Turn Signal/Multifunction Lever

A tilt steering wheel allows you to adjust the steering The lever on the left side of the steering column
wheel before you drive, includes vour:
You can also raise it 10 the highest level to give vour ® Turn Signal and Lane Change Indicator

legs more oo e you exit and en » vehicle, . 4
egs more room wheri you exit and enter the v ® Headlamp High/Low Beam Changer

To tilt the wheel, hold the steering wheel and pull the
lever. Move the steering wheel to a comfortable level,
then release the lever wo lock the wheel in place.

® Cruise Control (Option)




Turn and Lane Change Signals

The tumn signal has two upward (for right) and rwo
downward (for left) positions, These positions allow you
to signal a tum or a lane change.

To sagnal a i, move the lever all the way up or down,
When the tum is finished, the lever will return
sutormatically.

A green arrow on the
mstrument panel will flash
in the direction of the turn
or lane change.

To signal u lane change, just raise or lower the lover
until the wrrow starts (o fash. Hold 1t there until you

complete your lane change. The lever will retum by
itself when you release it

As you signal a tum or a lane change, if the arrows flash
at twice the normal rate, a signal bulb may be bumed
ot

If a bulb 15 burned out, replace it to help avoid an
accident, If the arrows don't go on at all when you
signal o turn, check for burned-out bulbs and then check
the fuse (see “Fuses and Circuit Breakers” in the Index).

Headlamp High/Low Beam

To change the headlamps
from low beam to high or
high to low, pull the furn
signil lever all the way

r— toward you, Then release it
R When the high beams are
PSS omn, this blue light on the

instroment panel also will
be on.

The headlamp high/low beam indicator light may (lash
if the Daytime Running Lights (DRL) system is
experiencing a problem or if a headlamp is

malfunctioning.

2.32 = == —




Windshield Wipers

You control the windshield wipers by moving the stulk
up or down,

Forasingle wiper cycle push the stalk down to MIST, then
release it For more cyeles, hold the stalk down longer.
For fixed delay wiper cycles, move the wiper switch to
DELAY for wiper cycles with a fixed time delay
between them.

For steady wiper cycles, move the stalk op to either 1 or
2, depending on the wiper speed yvou want.

To tum the wipers off, move the stalk down to OFF

Remember that damaged wiper blades may prevent you
from seeing well enough to drive safely. To avoid
danmage, he sure to ¢lear ice and snow from the wiper
blades before using them. If they 're frozen to the
windshield, carefully loosen or thaw them. If your
blades do become damaged, get new blades or biade
InSeris.

Heavy snow or ice can overload your wiper motor. A
circuit breaker will stop them until the motor cools.
Clear away snow or ice (o prevent an overload.

Controlled Cycle Wipers (Option)

[f your vehicle has controlled-cycle wipers, you canset

the wiper speed for a short or long delay between wiper
cycles, The controlled-cycle delay is very useful in lighe
Fin oF Snow,

Move the stalk o DELAY, then rotate the band and
choose the delay yvou want. Rotte the inner band
clockwise for shorter delay times between wiper cycles,
Rotate the band counterclockwise for o longer delay
lime between wiper cycles,

With controlled-cycle wipers you can also use MIST for
4 smgle wiper cycle:
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Windshield Washer
/\ CAUTION:

In freezing wenther, don”™t use your washer until
the windshield is warmed. Otherwise the washer
(tuid can form ice on the windshield, blocking
your vision.

To wash your windshield, pull the stalk with the
windshield washer symbol wward you until the washers
begin. The wipers will résume the speed you 'were using
before. If vou had no speed selected, the wipers will

slop.




Cruise Control (Option)

/\ CAUTION:

® Cruise control enn be dangerous where you
can’t drive safely al a steady speed. So,
don’t use your cruise control on winding
roads or in heavy traffic.

® (‘ruise control can be dangerous on
slippery roads. On such roads, last changes
in tire traction can cause needless wheel
spinning, and vou could lose control. Don't
use cruise control on slippery roads.

With crmise control, you can muintain a speed of about
25 mph (40 km/h) or more without keeping your foot on
the accelerntor. This can really belp on long trips, Cruise
control does not work at specds below about 25 mph
{40 km/h),

When you apply vour brukes or push the clulch pedal
(il you have a manual transaxle ), the cruise control
shuts oft.

i
i
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Setting Cruise Control

A CAUTION:

If vou leave your cruise control switch on when
you're not using cruise, you might hit a button
and go into croise when you don’t want to, You
could be startled and even lose control. Keep
the eruise control switch OFF until you want
to use it.

1. Move the cruise control switch o ON,

Push in the SET batton ot the end of the lever and
release it

Lo

2. Get up to the speed you want.

4, Take vour foot off the accelerator pedal.




Resuming & Set Speed

Suppose you set your cruise control at a desired speed
nnd then you apply the brake. This, of course, shuts off
the cnose control. But you don’t need to rexet it Onge
you're going about 25 mph (40 km/l) or more, you
can move the cruise ¢ontrol switch from ON 1o

E/A (Resume/Accelerate) for about hall a second.

You'll go right back up to vour chosen speed and stay
thire.

If you hold the switch at R/A longer than half & second,
the vehicle will keep going faster until you release the
switch or apply the bruke, or clutch pedal (if yvou have a
manu! transaxle). You could be startled and even lose
control. So unless you want to go faster, don't hold the
switch to R/A.

Increasing Speed While Using Cruise Control

There are two ways to g0 10 a higher speed. Here's the
first:

1. Use the accelerator pedal to get to the higher speed,

2. Push the SET bution at the end of the lever, then
release the bution and the accelerator pedal.

You'll now cruise ot the higher speed.
Here's the stcond way (o go to & higher speed:

® Move the cruise swilch from ON to R/A. Hold it
there until you get up o the speed you want, and
then release the switch.

® To mcrease your speed in very small amounts, move
the switch to R/A for less than half a second and then
release il Each time you do this, your vehicle will go
about 1 mph (1.6 kim/h) fuster.




Reducing Speed While Using Cruise Control

There are two ways to reduce your speed while using

cruise control:

® Press in the button at the end of the lever until you
reach the lower speed you want, then release it.

® To slow down in very small amounts, push the
button for less than half a second, Exch time you do
this, you'll go | mph (1.6 km/h) slower.

Passing Another Vehicle While Using Cruise Control

Use the scoelerator pedal o inorease your speed. When
vou take your foot off the pedal, your vehicle will slow
down to the cruise control speed you set earlier.

Using Cruise Control on Hills

How well your cruise control will work on hills depends
upon your speed, load, and the steepness of the hills,
When going up steep hills, you may have to step on the
aceelerator pedal to maintain your speed. When going
downhill, you may have to brake or shift to a lower gear
to keep your speed down. Of course, applying the brake
takes you out of cruise control, Muny drivers find this to
be oo much trouble and don't use cruise control on

steep hills,
Ending Cruise Control

There are two ways to turn off the cruise control:

® Step lightly on the brake pedal or push the cluich
pedal, if you have a manual transaxle: OR

® Move the cruise switch o OFE

Erasing Cruise Speed Memory

When you turn off the cruise control or the ignition,
your crusse control set speed memory is erased.
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Lamps

The band on the tum signal/multifunction lever controls
your vehicle's lnmps.

Headlamps

Rotate the band counterclockwise to the second position
EOy (LT Ot

Headlumps
Parking Lamps
Sidemarker Lamps
Taillamps

Instrument Panel Lights

Rotate the band clockwise to OFF to turm all the lomps

wff,

Parking Lamps

Rotate the band counterclockwise up to the first position
1o turn on:

Parking Lamps

Sidemarker Lamps

® Taillamps

Instrument Panel Lights




Lamps On Reminder

If you open the driver's door while leaving the lamps on
and the ignition off, you will hear a waming chime.

Daytime Running Lamps

Duytime Running Lamps (DRL) cun make it easter {or
others 1o see the front of your vehicle during the day.
DRL can be helpful in many different driving
conditions, but they can be especially helpful in the
short periods after dawn and before sunset.

The DRL system will make vour high-beam headlamps
come on ot reduced brightness when:

® The ignition is on,

® The headlamp switch is OFF,

® The light sensor sees daytime light, and

® The parking brake is released (manual transaxle), or

® The shift lever 15 not in PARK (F) or NEUTRAL (N}
{automatic transaxle),

When the DRL are on, only your high-beam headlamps
will be on. The aillamps, sidemarker and other lamps
won't be on. Your instrument panel won't be lit up
either.

When it’s dark enough outside, your headlamps will
come on @t full brightness. The other lamps that come
on with your headlamps will also come on. A light
sensor on top of the mstrument panel tums (he
headlamps on and the DRL system off. Be sure the light
sensor isn't covered, When it's bright enough outside,
the regular lamps will go off and your high=beam
headlamps will change to the reduced brighiness of the
DRL.

To idle your vehicle with the DRL off, set the parking
brake on @ manunl transixle or put the vehicle in

PARK (P) or NEUTRAL (N} on an automatic transaxle,
while the ignition is in the OFF or LOCK position. Then
start the vehicle, The DRL will stay off unfi] youo release
the parking brake on a manual transaxle or shift out of
PARK (P) or NEUTRAL (N} on an automatic transaxle.

As with any vehicle, you should tum on the regular
heudlamp system when you need it.
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Fog Lamps

The switch for your fog lamps is next to the instrument
panel intensity control.

Fush the top of the switch 1o tum the fog lamps on.

When using fog lamps, the parking lumps or low-beam
hieadlomps must be on.

Fop lamps will go olf whenever the high-beam

headlamps come on. When the high beams go off, the
tog lamps will come on again,

Interior Lamps

Instrument Panel Intensity Control

You can brighten or dim your instrument cluster lamps
by rotating the instrumenl panel intensity control switch.
Rotate the switch all the way to the right to turm on the
interior courtesy lamps. Rotate the switch to the left to
wirn off the instrument cluster lamps and displays,
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MNuminated Entry System Front Reading Lamps (Option)

When vou lift the outside handle of either front door or
open & rear door, the lamps inside your vehicle will go
on. These lamps will fude out after about 40 seconds, or
when the igmtion is turned on after all doors have been
closed, If the ignition was recently tumed off, the lamps
will fade out after four seconds. These lamps will also
go on when you press the DOOR or UNLOCK button
on the optional Keyless Eniry transmitter,

If the ignition has been off for less than two minutes, the
lamps inside your vehicle will stay on for 15 seconds
when your key is removed from the ignition switch 10
provide an illuminated exit. When the interior lamps go
off they will fade out like in a movie thentre.

These lamps and the interior courtesy lamps will come
on when you open the doors,

To tum on o reading lamp when the doors are closed,
press the botton. Press [t again (o turn the lamp off,

I._I'-J
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Front Map Lamps (Option)

If your vehicle has a sunroof, it will have a rearview mirmor
with lnmips built in, The lamps go on when you open the

doors. When the doors are closed, turn the lumps on aod off
with the switches located below the face of the mimor.

Rear Reading Lamps (Option)

These overhead lamps and the intenor courtesy lamps
will come on when you open the doors:

To tum on 4 reading lamp when the doors are closed,
press the button. Press it again (o turn off the lamp,

Trunk Lamp
This lamp comes on when you open vour trunk.
Battery Saver

Your Pontiac is equipped with a battery saver feature
designed (o protect your vehicle's battery.

When any interior lamp (trunk, reading, footwell or
glove box) is left on when the ignition is turned off, the
battery saver system will antomatically shut the lamp off
after 20 minutes. This will avoid draining the batiery.

To reactivate the interior lamps, either:
® The ignition musl be turmed on,

® The activated lamp switch must be turned off and
then on, or

® A front door must be opencd.

The buttery saver feature will also be activated when
any door of your vehicle is left open.

Also, if your vehicle 15 left with the 1gnition turned off
for over 24 days, battery power to your clock, audio
system and Keviess Entry (if you have this option) will
be tomed off o reduce battery drain, When the ignition
is turned on again, hattery power will be resupplied.
However, imder these conditions, it will be necéssary to
reset the clock and audio system setlings.

2-43



Mirrors Manual Remote Control Mirror

The outside rearview mmors should be adjusted so you
cun just see the side of your vehicle when you are sitting
in o comfortable dnving position,

Inside Manual Day/Night Rearview Mirror

Adjust the driver side
outside mirror with the
control lever on the driver's
door

To reduce glare from headlumps behind you, move the fo E"E'-’"""i e i "'ﬂ‘?l n-nr:.}r, o l;-“: GfiveE's
lever toward you (o the night position seat and have a pussenger adjust the mirror for you.
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Power Remote Control Mirror (Option)

A selector knob on the
driver’'s side door panel
controls both outside
Fenryiew mirrors,

Select the mirror vou wamt to adjust by rotating the knob
to the left or nght. Adjust each mirror so that you can
just see the sude of your vehicle when you sre sitting in a
comfortable driving position. Turn the knob to the
center position to turm it off.

Convex Outside Mirror

Your passenger’s side mirror is convex. A convex
mirror’s surface is curved so vou can see more from the
driver s seat,

/\ CAUTION:

A convex mirror can make things (like other
vehicles) look farther away than they really are,
If you cuf too sharply info the right lane, you
could hit a vehicle on your right. Check vour
inside mirror or glance over your shoulder before
changing lanes.

]
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Storage Compartments
Glove Box

Use one of the vehicle's keys 1o lock and unlock the
glove box. To open, pull the glove box hundle toward
Vo,

Overhead Console

Sunglasses Storage

Place your sunglasses in the open area located above
vau in the overhead console.

Coinholder

Place your coins in the appropriate slots within the
center comsole m front of the genrshift selector.

Center Console Storage Area

f il 4t ™
’ .-'ﬁ.lj'-!-l -:I ..|'_=';:|. el

Pull up om the front edge of the aomrest 10 open the center
conzole stornge area for cassette topes, gloves, cle.
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Ashtrays and Cigarette Lighter

To use the lighter, just push it in all the way and let go.
When it’s ready, it will pop back out by itself,

NOTICE:

Don’t hold a cigarette lighter in with your hand
while it is heating, If you do, it won't be able to
back away from the heating element when it’s
ready. That can make it overheat, damaging the
lighter and the heating element.

To clean the center console ashtray, remove the entire
ashiray and empty il. The ashtray can be placed in the
rear cupholder for the rear passengers to use. The
ashtray can also be placed inside the center console for
storage.

When the ashitray is removed, you cin also use this tray
as o cupholder. The ashtray can be stored in the center
console storage drea when not in use.

NOTICE:

Pon’t put papers and other things that burn into
vour ashirays. If you do, cigarettes or other
smoking materials could set them on fire, causing
damage.
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Sun Visors (zarment Hook

To block out glare, vou can swing down the visors. You

J : If your vehicle has the
can also swing them 1o the side. F

optionul rear reading lamps,
push down on the tab
marked with a coat hanger
symbol o fold down the
garment hook.,

Your vehicle may also have a plastic extension which
pulls out of the main visor to increase protection from
glare.

Visor Vanity Mirror

Open the cover to expose the vanity mirror,

Litter Bag Hook

There is a litter bag hook located on the front passenger
side of the center console storage area,
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Sunroof (Option)

| Open the sunshade by hand
4| when using the vent
posion,

Press and release the rear of the switch and the sunroof
will open to the vent position.

Press the rear of the switch again to open the glass panel
and the sunshade. Press the front of the switch to stop
the pancl in any position.

Press and hold the front of the switch to close the glass
panel. The sunshade can only be closed by hand.

The sunroof glass panel cannot be opened or closed if
vour Pontiac has an electrical falure.

NOTICE:

Do not attempt to force the sunshade forward of
the sliding glass panel, Damage will occur and the
sunroof may not open or close properly,




The Instrument Panel -- Your Information System




Your instrument panel 1s designed to let you know at a
glance how your vehicle is running. You'll know how
fast you're going, how much [uel you're using, and
many other things you'll need to drive safely and
economically,

The main camponents of your instrument panel are!
A. Fuse Panel

B. Vent

C. Tom Signal/Multifunction Lever

D. SRS - Supplemental Restraint System (Air Bag)
E. Hazard Waming Flushers Switch

F. Instrument Cluster

G. Windshield Wipers/Washer Stulk

H. Audio System

I. Side Window Defogger Vent

J.  Glove Box

K. Climate Control System

L. Gear Shift Lever

M. Ashiray

N. Enhanced Traction System (ETS) Switch (Option)
0. Lighter

P, Ignition Switch

Q. Tilt Steering Wheel Lever (Option)

R. Fog Lamp Swiich

S, Instrument Panel Intensity Control/ Interior Lamps
Switch

T. Hood Release Handle
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Instrument Panel Cluster gages that are explamed on the following pages. Be sure

o ! - to read aboul those that apply (o the instrument panel
Your Pontiac 1s equipped with this instrument panel cluster for vour vehicle.

cluster, which includes indicator wamning lichts and
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Speedometer and Odometer

Your speedometer lets you see your speed in both miles
per hour (mph) and kilometers per bour (km/h). Your
odometer shows how far your vehicle has been driven,
in either miles (used im the United States) or kilometers
(used in Crnada).

Tamper-Resistant Odometer

Your Pontiac has o tamper-resistant odometer. If you see
silver lmes between the numbers, you'll know that
someone has probably tried 1o tum it back, so the
numbers may nol be true.

You muy wonder what happens if your vehicle needs n
oew odometer installed. If the new one can be set (o the
mileage total of the old odometer, then it must be. But if
it can't, then if’s set at zero and i label must be put on
the driver’s door to show the old mileage reading when
the new odometer was installed.

Trip Odometer

O

3 4 5

OO E

N

The trip odometer can tell you how far you have driven
since you last reset it. To reset the tmp odometer o zero,
press the knob at the top left side of the instrument panel
cluster.




Tachometer

The tachometer shows your
engine speed in revolutions
per minute {rpmj},

NOTICE:

Do not run your engine at speeds in the red area,
or engine damage may occur.

Warning Lights, Gages and
Indicators

Thik purt describes the warning lights and gages that
muy be on vour vehicle. The pictures will help you
locale them.

Warning lights and gages can signal that something is
wrong before il becomes serious enotgh (0 cause an
expensive repair or replacement. Paying attention 1o
vour waming lights and gages could nlso save you or
others from injury.

Warning lights come on when there may be or is a
problem with one of vour vehicle's functions. As you
will see in the details on the next few pages, some
wamning lights come on briefly when you start the
enginge just to let you know they're working. If you are
Familiar with this section, you should not be alarmed
when this happens.

Gages can indicate when there may be or is o problem
with one of your vehicle’s functions. Often gages and
warmning lights work together to let you know when
there's a problem with your vehicle.

When one of the waming lights comes on and stays on
when you are driving, or when one of the gages shows
there may be a problem, check the section that tells you
whiat to do about it. Please follow this munual’s advice.
Waiting to do repairs can be costly — and even
dungerous, So please get to know your warning lights
and gages. They're a big help,
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Safety Belt Reminder Light

When the key is turned 10 RUN or START, o chime will
come on for about eight seconds o remind people 1o
fasten their safety belts, unless the driver ‘s safety belt 1s
already buckled,

The safety belt light will
also comme on und stay on
for about 20 seconds,
then it will flash for about
55 seconds. 1f the driver's
belt 18 already buckled,
neither the chime nor the
light will come on,

Air Bag Readiness Light

Theri is an air bag readiness light on the instrument
panel, which shows AIR BAG. The system checks the
air bag's electrical system for mulfunctions, The light
tells you if there is an electrical problem. The system
check includes the air bag sensor, the air bag modules,
the wiring and the crush sensing and diagnostic module.
For more information on the air bag system, see “Air
Bag” m the Index.

You will see this light flash
for a few seconds when you
turn your ignition to RUN
or START. Then the light
should go out. This means
the system is ready.

AR
BAG

If the air bag readiness light doesn’™t come on when you
start your vehicle, or stays on, or comes on when you
are dnving, your air bag system may not work properly,
Have your vehicle serviced right nway.
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Charging System Indicator Light

The charging system
indicator light will come on
briefly when you turn on the
ignition, but the engine is
not runming, as a check to
show vou it 158 working.
Then it should go out,

It it stays on when your enging is running, or comes on
while you are driving, you may have a problem with the
electrical charging system. It could indicate that you
have a loose penerator drive belt or another electrical
problem. Have it checked right away, Driving while this
light is on could drain your batlery.

If you must drive a short distunce with the light on, be
certuin to turn off all your accessories, such as the radio
wnid wir condinoner.

Brake System Warning Light

Your Pontiac's hydraulic brake system is divided into
two parts. If ope part isn’t working, the other part can
still work and stop you. For good braking, though, you
need both parts working well.

If the warning light comes on, there could be a brake
problem. Have your brake system inspected right away.

This light should come on
briefly when you tum the
1gnition key to RUN. I it
doesn’™t come on then, have
it fixed so it will be ready to
warn vou if thete's a
prohlem.

BRAKE

If the light comes on while you are driving, pull off the
road and stop carefully. You muy notice that the pedal is
harder 1o push. Or, the pedal may go closer 1o the floor.
It may take longer to stop, If the light is sull on, have the
vehicle towed for service. (See “Towing Your Vehicle"”
in the Index,)
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/\ CAUTION:

Anti-Lock Brake System Warning Light

Your brake system may not he working properly
if the brauke system warning light is on. Driving
with the brake system warning light on can lead
to an accident. If the light is still on after you've
pulled off the road and stopped carefully, have
the vehicle towed for service.

When the ignition is on, the brake system warnimg hight
will also come on when you sét vour parking brake. The
light will stay on if your parking bruke doesn't release
fully. If it stays on after your parking brake is fully
released, it means you have a brake problam.

With the anti-lock brake
systien, this hioht will come
on when vou start your
engine and it will stay on for
three seconds, That's normal.

(=)

If the Light stays on, turn the ignition off. Or, if the hight
comes on when you're driving, stop as soon as possible
and turm the ignition off

Then start the engine agnin toreset the system. If the
light still stays on, or comes on agum while you're
driving, vour Pontiac needs service. If the regular brake
system wurning lght 1sn't on, you still have brakes, but
vou don't have anti-lock brakes, If the regolar brake
system warning lght is also on, you don’t hitvve anti-lock
brakey and there's a problem with your regular brakes,
Sec¢ “Brake System Warning Light™ earlier in this part.
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The anti-lock brake system wurning light should come
on briefly when you tumn the ignition key to RUN. T the
light doesn’t come on then, have it fixed so it will he
ready to wamn you if there is a problem,

Enhanced Traction Svstem Warning Light
(Option)

With the Enhanced Traction
Systen (ETS), this waming
fight should come on briefly
as you start the engine. If
the waming light doesn’t
come on then, have it fixed
50 it will be ready to warn
you if there's a problem.

ETS
OFF

If it stays on, or comes on when you're dnving, there
may be a problem with vour Enhanced Traction System
and your vehicle may need service. When this waming
light is on, the system will not Himit wheel spin. Adjust
your driving accordingly.

The Enlunced Traction System waming light may come

on for the following reasons:

® [f vou torm the system off by préssing the button on
the shift lever knob, the warming light will come on
and stay on. To tom the system back on, press the
button again. The warning light should go off. (See
“Enhanced Traction Systens™ in the Index for more
information. )

® The waming light will come on when you sel your
parking brake with the engine runming, and it will
stay on if your parking brake doesn’t release fully, If
the system is umed on and the warning light stays
on after vour parking brake is fully released. it
means there’s a problem with the system,

If the Enhanced Traction System whrning light comes
on und stays on for an extended period of tume when the
svstem s turned on and the parking bruke is fully
released, vour vehicle needs service.
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Enhanced Traction System Active Light

LOW
TRAC

When your Enhanced
Traction System 15 limiting
wheel spin, this light will
come on, Shppery road
conditions may exist if the
Enhanced Traction System
active light comes on, 50
adjust your driving
gccordingly,

The light will stay on for a few seconds after the
Enhanced Traction System stops limiting wheel spin,

The Enhanced Traction System active lght also comes

on briefly when you tumn the ignition key to RUN. If the

light doesn't come on then, have it fixed so it will be
there to tell you when the svstem is active.

Engine Coolant Temperature Gage

This gage shows the engine

coolant temperature. If the

gage pointer moves into the

260 ) hnadlm.u., YOLUr cNging is oo
o

%)

100

A light will come on to the right of the gage when the
gage pointer moves beyond the normual operating zone.
[ means that your engine coolant has overbeated.

Il you have been operating your vehicle under normal
driving conditions, you should pull off the road, stop
your vehicle and e off the engine as soom as possible.

I “Problems on the Road,” this manual shows what (o
do. See "Engine Overheating” in the Index.
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Low Coolant Warning Light

If thes light comes on and
stays on, the vehicle should
be prompily pulled off the
road and the coolant level
checked. See “Engine
Coolant™ in the Index.

3

If there are visible signs of steam see “Engine
Orwerheating™ in the Index before opening the hood.

Malfunction Indicator Lamp
(Check Engine Light)

Your Pontiac is equipped
with a computer which
monitors aperation of the
fuel, ignition and emission
control systems.

K

CHECK

This system is called OBD 11 (On-Board
Diagnostics-Second Generation) and 15 intended to
assure that emissions are af acceptable levels for the
life of the vehicle, helping to produce a cleaner
gnvironment. (In Canada, OBD 1 is replaced by
Enhanced Diagnostics.) The CHECK ENGINE light
comes on o indicate that there 1s a problem and service
15 required. Malfunctions often will be indicaied by the
system before any problem is-apparent, which may
prevent more serious damage to yvour vehicle, This
system s nlso designed to assist your service technician
in correctly dingnosing any malfunction.
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NOTICE:

It you keep driving vour vehicle with this light
on, after a while, vour emission controls may not
work as well, your fuel economy may not be as
good and vour engine may not run as smoothly.
This could lead to costly repairs that may not be
covered by vour warraniy.

This light should come on, as a check to show you it 13
working, when the ignition 15 on and the engine is not
running. If the light doesn't come on, have it repaired.
This light will alse come on during o malfunction in one
of two ways:

#® Light Flashing -- A misfire condition has been
detected. A misfire increases vehicle emissions and
miy damage the emission control sysfem on your
vehiele. Dealer or qualified service center dingnosis
and service is required.

® Light On Steady — An emission control sysiem
malfunction has been detected on your vehicle.
Dealer or qualified service center dingnosis and
service may be required.

If the Light Ts Flashing

The following may prevent more serious damage o
vour vehicle:

& Redoce vehicle speed.

®  Avoud hard accelerations,
® Avoud steep uphill grades.
®

If towing a trailer, reduce the asmount of cargo being
hauled as soon as it is possible.

If the hight stops {lashing and remains on steady, see It
the Light Is On Steady™ following.

IF the light continues to flash, when it 15 safe to do so,
stap the vehicle. Put your vehicle in PARK (P}, Turn the
key off, wail at least 10 seconds and restan the engine.
If the light remains on steady, see “Tf the Light s On
Steady™ followmg. If the light is still flashing follow the
previous steps, and drive the vehicle o your dealer or
qualified service center for service.




If the Light 1s On Steady

You may be ahle to correct the emission system
malfunction by considering the following:

Did you just put fuel into your vehicle?

If 8o, reinstall the fuel cap, making sure to fully install
the cap, The diagnostic system can deterniine if the fuel
cap has been left off or improperly installed. This will
allow fuel to evaporate into the atmosphere. A few
driving trips should tum the light off,

Did you just drive through a deep puddle of waler?

I s0, vour electrical sysiem may be wet, The condition
will usually be corrected when the glectrical system
dries out. A few driving trips should turn the light off,

Are you low on fuel?

As your engine starts to run out of fuel, your engine may
not run as efficiently as designed since small amounts of

air are sucked into the fuel line causing a misfire. The
system can detect this. Adding fuel should correct this

condition. Make sure to install the fuel cap properly. 1t
will take a few driving trips to tum the light off,

Have you recently changed brands of fuel?

IT 50, be sure 1o fue] vour vehicle with quality fuel (see
“Fuel" in the Index), Poor fuel guality will cause your
engine not to run as efficiently as designed. You muy
notice this us stalling after start-up, stalling when you
put the vehicle into gear, misfiring, hesitabon on
acceleration or stumbling on acceleration. (These
conditions may go away once the engme is warmed up.)
This will be detected by the system and cause the light
Toy Turm ofl.

If you experience this condition, change the fuel brand
vou use, [t will require at Jeast one {ull tank of the
proper fuel to tum the light off.

If none of the above steps have made the Light tum off,
have your dealer or qualified service center check the:
vehicle, Your dealer has the proper test equipment and
diagnostic tools to fix any mechanical or electrical
problems that may have developed.
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Qil Pressure Light ® (On four eylinder engines, when the engine is idling
at o stop, the light may blink on and off, In addition,

If you have a problem with if you make & hard stop, the light may come on for i

vour oil, this light may stay moment. This is nommil.

on after you start your

engine, or come on when

c-‘f ?‘ you ure driving, This ﬁk CAUTION:

inchicates that oil s not
going through your engine
quickly enough to keep it Don’t keep driving if the oil pressure is low., If
lubricated. you do, your engine can become so hot that it
catches fire. You or others could be burned.
Check vour oil as soon as possible and have
The engine could be low on o1l, or could have some your vehicle serviced.

other oil problem. Have it fixed right away,

The oil hght could also come on in the following

situations:
® When the ignition is on bul the engine is not unming, NOTICE:
the light will come on as a test to show you it is
working, but the light will go out when vou turn the Damage to your engine from neglected oil
igmition 1o START. If 1t doesn’t come on with the problems can be costly and is not covered by your
ignition on, you may have a problem with the fuse or warranty.

bulb. Have it fixed right away,




Check Oil Light

This light should come on
briefly while you are
startng your engine. I the
fight does not come on,
have it repaired. If the light
comes on and stays on after
starting your vehicle, the oil
level should be checked.

CHECK
OIL

Prior to checking the oil level, be sure your vehicle has
been shut off for several minutes and is on a level
surface. Check the oil level on the dipstick and bring it
to the proper level. See "Engine Oil” in the Index,

NOTE: A false CHECK OIL light may be generated
when parking on steep grades,

The oil level monitoring system only checks oil level
during the brief period between key on and en £ine stirt.
It does not monitor enging oil level when the enging

is running. Additionally, an oil level check is only
performed if the engine has been wimed off for a
considerable period of time allowing the oil normally in
circulation to drain back into the oil pan.

Up Shift Light (Manual Transaxle)

This light comes on when

you need to shifl to the next
SHIFT

higher gear. See “Manuul
Transaxle” in the Index.
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Passlock Warning Light Fuel Gage

This light will come on Your fuel gage tells youo
briefly when you turn the about how much fuel you
key towards the START have left, when the ignition is
position, The light will stay on. When the indicator nears
THEFT on until the engine starts, m EMPTY (E), you still have a
SYS litthe fuel left, but you should
= get more soon, An amber
hight will come on below the
D gage when the fuel tank is
near EMPTY (E).
It the light flashes. the Passlock system has entered a Here ure four things that some owners ask about. None
tamper mode. [ the vehicle fails to start, see “Passlock” of these show & problem with your {uel gage:
in the Index.

® Al the service station, the gas pump shuts off before

If the light comes on continuously while driving and the gage reads FLLL (F).

stiys on, there may be a problem with the Passlock oIt o litiie tiore oo less fisd 16 Bl TP
; , : i tukes p than the gage

s:fzu.m. Yﬁurlzﬂhlcle wﬂti:j:. be protected by Passlock, indicated. For example, the gage may have indicated

B YOI SR S R P the tank was half full, but i actually took a litiie morne

or less than half the tank’s capucity to fill the tank.

® The gage moves a litthe when you turn a corner or
specd up

® The page doesn’t go back to EMPTY (E) when you
tum off the ignition.
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? Section 3 Comfort Controls and Audio Systems

Ins this section you'll find out how to operste the comfort  Standard Climate Control System
control and audio systems offered with your Pontiac, Be
sure to read about the particular systems sppplied with
vour vehicle.

Comfort Controls

With this system, you can control the veniilation and
heating in your vehicle,

Your vehiche ulso has the Dow-through ventilation
sysiem described later in this section




Fan Knob

The lefi control knob sets the fan speed. To select the
lorce of wir you want, tum the knob. The fan is always
running unless the mode control 1s moved to OFF

Temperature Knob

The center control knob regulates the temperature of the
air coming through the system,

Mode Knob

The right control knob changes the functions of your
system.

./J VENT: Use when outside temperatures are mild,
and little heating or cooling is needed, Airflow is
through the instrument panel outlets. Set the center
control knob to the temperature desired.

w BI-LEVEL: Use on cool, but sunny dayvs.

This setting brings in the outside air, but directs it in
two ways, Cooler air is directed to the upper portion of
your body through the instrument paneél outlets; slightly
warmer air is directed through the heater ducts and
defroster vents. Al umes, this temperature difference
miny be more apparent than others.

!f" HEATER: This setting brings heated air through
the heater ducts and some through the windshield
defroster vents.

If vou have the optional engine coolunt heater (engine
block heater) and use it during cold weather, 0°F
{-18°C) or lower, vour heating system will more quickly
provide heat becanse the engine coolant is already
warmed, See "Engine Coolant Heater” in the Index.

JJ BLEND: This setting divides airflow equally
between the heater ducts and the windshield defroster
Vents.

P DEFROST: This seiting dircets ir through the
windshield defroster vents located on top of the
instrument panel.
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Climate Control System with Air
Conditioning (Option)

Fan Kouob

The left control knob sets the fan speed. To select the
force of air you want, turn the knob. The fan 18 always
running unless the mode control is moved o OFF,

Temperature Knob

The ceater eontrol Kknob regulates the temperature of the
air comumg through the system.

Muode knob

The right control knob changes the functions of your
syslem.

MAX: Use for maximum cooling. This setting
recirculates much of the air inside your vefucle. It
maximizes vour air conditioner's performance and your
vehicle's fuel economy.

ASC: Use for normal cooling on hot days. This selting
cools outside air and directs it through the mstrument
panel outlets.

v/ BI-LEVEL: Use on cool, but sunny days.

This setting brings in the outside air, but directs it in
fwo ways. Cooler air is directed to the upper portion of
your body through the instrument panel outlets, but
shghtly warmer air 15 directed through the heater ducts
and defroster venis. Al times, this lemperature
difference may be more apparent than others.




A VENT; Use when outside temperatures are mild,
and little heating or cooling is neaded. Airflow is
through the instrument panel outlets. Set the center
contral knob 1o the temperature desired.

!!J HEATER: This setting brings heuted air through
the heater ducts, and some through the windshield
defroster vents.

If you have the optionul engine coolant heater (engine
block henter) and use it during cold weather, 0°F
(=187C) or lower, your heating system will mare guickly
provide heat because the engine coolant is already
warmed, See “Engine Coolant Heater™ in the Index,

oy

# BLEND: This setting divides airflow equally
belween the heater ducts and the windshield defroster
Verits,

U7 DEFROST: This setting directs air through the
windshield defroster vents located on top of the
itistrment panel,

Air Conditioning (Option)

On very hot days, open the windows long enough to let
hot, inside air escape. This reduces the time it takes for
your vehicle to cool down, which should help fuel
ECONOMY.

For quick cool-down on very hot days, use MAX with
the temperature knob all the way o the blue area. I the
setting is used for long peniods of time, the air in your
vehicle may become too dry.

For normal cooling om hot days, use AJC with the
temperiture knob in the bloe aren, The system will bring
in outside air and cool i

Omn cool but sunny duys, the sun may Warm your upper
hody, but your lower body may not be warm enough,
You can use BI-LEVEL with the temperature knob in
the middle. The svstem will bring in outside mir and
direct it 1o your upper body, while sending slightly
wirmed air to your lower body, You may notice this
emperature difference more ot some times than al
others.
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Heating

Turning the right control knob to HEATER and the
center control knob clockwise sends some heated air
thrisugh the heater ducts toward your feet and some
through the defroster vents.

VENT and HEATER wre économical positions because
the air conditioner compressor doesn’t run in these two
settings. This reduces engine load, resulting in improved
fuel economy. If either setting fails 1o Keep vou
comfortable, or causes your windows to fog up, turn

the rnight control knob (o one of the air conditioning
positions, or (o DEFROST.

If you have the optional engine coolant heater (engine
block heater) and use it during cold weather, (F'F
(-18°C) or lower, your heating svstern will more
quickly provide heat because the engine coolant 15
alrendy warmed. See “Engine Coolant Heater™

the Index.

Ventilation System

Use when ouiside temperatures are mild, and little
heating or cooling is needed. Tum the nght knob 1o
VENT. Airflow is directed through the instrument panel
outlets. Set the center knob to the lemperature desired.

Your Pontiac’s Mow-through ventilation system supplies
outside air into the vehicle when it is moving. Outside
mir will also enter the vehicle when the heater or the air
conditioning fan is running.

Adjust the direction of
airflow by moving the
louvered vents,
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Ventilation Tips Defrosting and Defogging

® Keep the hood and front air inlet free¢ of ice, snow or  To defrost the windshield, turn all three control knobs 1o
any other obstruction (such as leaves), The heater the far right.
und defroster will work far better, reducing the i TS i iag i
ﬂhﬂﬂm ur fﬂggll'lg uw Eﬂﬂidﬂ l.]f }"l]l.l.r Wiﬂd““’ﬁ. Ihﬂ DEFR[.]SI al:l.Ling dll":lL-L'n r lhn:illgh l.h'... dﬁ'-rﬁ.mlﬂi'
vents located on top of the instroment panel.
® When you enter a vehicle in cold weather, tum

the fan control knob o the highest positon lor a £0 WA PRfOREars Wirle Kooping the Windpws slean,

few moments before driving off, This helps clear the WS¢ BLEND.
intake ducts of snow and moisture, and reduces the To defog the side windows, turm the night control knob
chance of fogging the inside of your windows. to BI-LEVEL and the fan control knob to HIGH. Aim

the side vents toward the side windows. For incrensed

® Keep the aiy path under the front seats clear of airflow to the side vents, close the cenler venis.

objects, This helps air to circulate throughout your
vehicle.
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Rear Window Defogger (Option) Do not attach & temporary vehicle license across the
defogger grid on the rear window,

The rear window defogger

uses o warming grid 1o

remove fog from the rear NOTICE:

window, Press the defogger

switch. The indicator Jight Don’t use a razor blade or anything else sharp on
will glow. the inside of the rear window. If you do, you

could cut or damage the warming grid, and the
repairs wouldn't be covered by vour warranty.

It your vehicle is traveling under 45 mph (70 km/h), the
rear window defogger will turn off automatically after
about 10 minutes of use. If vour vehicle is traveling over
45 mph (70 km/h), the defogger will operate continuously.
Yo can tum the defogger off by tuming off the 1mition or
pressing the switch again,




Audio Systems

Your Delco™ audio system has been designed to operate
easily and give years ol hstening pleasure. You will get
the most enjoyment out of it if you acquaint yourself
with it first. Find out what your Delco system can do
and how to operate all its controls, to be sure you're
getting the most out of the advanced engineering that
wenl into it

Setting the Clock for AM-FM Stereo

Press SET. Within five seconds, press and hold the
SEEK down wrrow uniil the correct hour appears on the
dispiny. Press and hold the SEEK up arrow until the
correct munute appears on the display,

Setting the Clock for All Systems Except
AM-FM Stereo

Press and hold HR until the correct hour appears. Press
und hold MIN until the correct minute appears. There
will be & two-second delay before the clock goes into
time-set mode, and the colon on the display will blink

while in this mode.

AM-FM Stereo

Plaving the Radio

YOLUME: Turn this knob to turn the svstem on or off.
Turn the knob clockwise to increase volume. Tum it
counterclockwise to decrease volume,

RCL: Press the upper knob briefly to recull the station
being played ar the clock display,

AM-FM: Press the lower knob to ger AM or FM., The
display shows your selection,

TUNE: Turn the lower knob to choose radio stations,

SEER: Press the up or down arrow to go to the next
higher or lower station.




PUSHBUTTONS: The four numbered pushbuttons et
you return 1o your favorite stations. You can set up to
14 stations (seven AM and seven FM).

1. Press AM-FM o select the band.
2. Tune mn the desred station.

3. Press SET.
4

. Within five seconds, press one of the four numbered
pushbuttons. Whenever you press that numbered
pushbutton, the station vou set will return,

5. Repeat the steps for cach pushbutton.

In addition to the four stations set as above, up to
three additional stations may be preset on each band by
pressing two adjoining buttons at the same time. Just:

l. Tune in the desired station.
2, Press SET.

3. Press any two adjoining pushbuttons at the same
time (within five seconds),

4. Whenever you press the same buttons, the station
vou set will return,

Setting the Tene

BASS: Slide the lever up or down to increase or
decrease bass. The middle position 15 a detent.

TREB: Slide the lever up or down to increase or
decrease treble. The middle position 1s a detent. I a
station 1s weak or noisy, shide the lever down to reduce
the noise.

Adjosting the Speakers

BALANCE: Turn the control behind the upper knob 1o
move the sound to the left or right speakers. The middle
position 15 a detent and balances the speakers.

FADE: Turn the control behind the lower knob  move
the sound to the front or rear speakers. The middle
position is a detent and balances the speakers.




AM-FM Stereo with Cassette Tape Player Finding u Station

(Option) AM-FM: Press this bution to get AM, FM 1 or FMZ2.
The display shows your selection, I a cassete tape 15
playing, press this button to play the radio.

TUNE: Press this knob Iightly so it extends, Tum it to
choose radio stations. Push the knob back tn when
VoL Te 1ot using it,

SEEK: Press the up or down arrow to 2o 1o the next
higher or lower station.

PUSHBUTTONS: The six numbered pushbuttons let
you return to your favonte stations. You can sel up to
18 stations (s1x AM, six FM |1 and six FM2).

1. Press AM-FM 1o select the band.
Playing the Radio 2. Find the station vou wani by using TUNE or SEEK.
it clockwise 10 ncrease volume s coumterclockwise to. 3 Press and hold one of th six numbered buttons un
i SET appears on the display, Whenever vou press that
decrease valume.

numbered bution, the sttion you set will retum,
RECALL: Press this bunton briefly to recall the station
being played or the clock display. If you press the
knob when the ignition is off, the clock will show for
a few seconds.

4. Repent the steps for each pushbutton,
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Seiting the Tone

BASS: Shde the lever to the night or left to increase or
decrense bass, The middle position is a detent,

TREBLE: Slide the lever Lo the nght or left 10 increase
or decrease treble, The middle position is a detent. If a

station s weak or noisy, slide the lever down 1o reduce
the noise.

Adjusting the Speakers

BAL: Press this knob hightly so it extends, Tum this
knob 1o move the sound to the left or right speakers. The

middle position i4 a detent and balances the speakers.
Push the knob back in when you're not using it.

FADE: Press this knob hghtly so it extends. Turn this
knob o move the sound to the front or rear speakers. The
middle position is a detent and balances the speakers.
Push the knob back in when you're nol using it,

Playing a Cassette Tape

Your tape playver is built to work bést with tapes that are
30 1o 45 minutes long on each side. Tapes longer than
that are so thin they may not work well in this player.

While the tape is playing, use the VOL, FADE, BAL,
TREBLE and BASS controls just as you do for the
radio. The display will show an arrow to show which

side of the tape 15 playing. When the down indicator
arrow is lit, selections histed on the bottom side of the
cassette are plaving. When the up arrow 1s lit. selections
histed on the 1op side of the cussete are playing. The
tipe player automatically begins playing the other side
when it resches the end of the tape.

If E ond a number appear on the display, the tape won't
play because of an error.

® E10: The tape is tight and the player can’t tum
the tape hubs, Remove the tape. Hold the tape with
the open end down and try 1o tum the right hub
counterclockwise with a pencil, Tum the tape over
and try 1o turn the nght hub, If the hubs do not turn
easily, vour tape may be damaged and should not be
used in the player. Try a new tape w make sure your
player is working properly.

e EllL: The tape is broken.

& [E12: There 15 2 communication problem between the
cassette mechanism and the radio.

PREY (1): Press this button or the SEEK down arrow to
search for the previous selection on the tape. Your tape
must have at least three seconds of silence between ench
selection for PREV or SEEK to work. The tape direction
arrow blinks during PREV or SEEK operation. Press
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PREV or the SEEK down arrow to stop searching. The
sound 15 muted during PREY or SEEK operation.

NEXT (2): Press this button or the SEEK up arrow

to search for the next seléction on the tape, If you hold
the button or press it more than once, the player will
continue moving forward through the tipe. Your tlape
must have at least three seconds of silence between each
selection for NEXT or SEEK to work, The tape

direction arrow blinks during NEXT or SEEK operation.

Press PREV or the SEEK up arrow to stop searching.
The sound is muted during NEXT or SEEK operation,

PROG (3): Press this button to play the other side of
the tape.

O (4): Press this button to reduce background noise.
Note that the doubla-D symbol will appear on the
display.

Dolby™ Noise Reduction is manufactured under a

license from Dolby Labormtories Licensing Corporation.

Dolby and the double-D symbol are trademarks of
Dalby Laboratories Licensing Corporation.

REY (5): Press this buiton to reverse the tape rapidly,
Press it again to return to plaving speed. The radio will
play the last-selected station while the tape reverses.
You may select stations during REV operation by using
SEEK or TUNE.

FWD (6): Press this button to advance quickly to
another part of the tape. Press the button again to return
to playing specd. The radio will play the last-selected
station while the tape advances. You may select stations
during FWD operation by using SEEK or TUNE,

AM-FM: Press this button (o play the radio when a tape
is in the player.

TAPE/PLAY: Press this button to change 1o the tape
function when the radio is on. The tape symbaol with an
arrow will appear on the display when the tape is active.
To retum to plaving the rudio, press the AM-FM hutton.

FJECT: Press this batton to remove the tape. The
rudio will play. EJECT may be activated with either the
ignition or radio off, Cassettes may be loaded with the
rachio and 1gnition off if this bution is pressed first.

CLN: This message may appear on the display. If it
does, your cassette tape player nedds 10 be cleaned. It
will still play tapes. but vou should clean il as soon as
possible to prevent damage to your tapes and player. See
“Care of Your Cassette Tape Player” in the Index.

After you clean the player, press and hold EJECT for
five seconds to reset the CLN indicator. The radio will
display -— to show the mdicator was reset
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CD Adapter Kils

It is possible to use o CD adapter kit with your cassene
tape player after activatng the bypass feature on your
tape player.

To activale the bypass féature, the ignition must be on.
Turn your radio off. Press TAPE/PLAY and hold for
three seconds. After three seconds, the tape symbol

in the display will flash for two seconds indicating

the feature 1s active. Tarn the radio on and insert
the adapier.

This overnde feature will remain active untl ETECT
15 pressed,

AM-FM Stereo with Cassette Tape Player
and Equalizer (Option)

FPlaying the Radio

YOL: Push this knob to tum the system on or off. Turn
it clockwise to increase volume and counterclockwise to
decrease volume.

RECALL: Press this button briefly 1o recall the station
being plaved or the clock display. If you press the kndb
when the ignition 1s off, the clock will show for a

few seconds.
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Finding a Station

AM=FM: Press this button to get AM, FM1 or FM2,
The display shows yvour selection, IT g cassette lape is
playing, press this button to play the radio,

TUNE: Press this knob lightly so it extends. Tum it 1o
choose radio stations, Push the knob back in when
vou'Te not using i,

SEER: Press the up or down arrow (o go to the next
higher or lower station.

PUSHBUTTONS: The six numbered pushbuttons let
you returm to your faverite stations. You can set up to
18 stations {six AM, six FMI and six FMZ),

. Press AM-FM to select the band.
Find the station you want by using TUNE or SEEK.

Press and hold one of the six numbered buttons antil
SET appears on the display. Whenever you press that
numbered button, the station you set will retum.

Wb

4. Repeat the steps for each pushbutton.

Setting the Tone

EQUALIZER: A seven band equalizer is part of your
audio system. Slide the levers up to boost or down to
rediice frequency range.

Adjusting the Speakers

BAL: Press this knob lightly so it extends, Tum it to
move the sound o the left or right speakers, The middle
position is a detent and balances the speakers, Push the
knob back in when you're not using it

FADE: Press this knob lightly 5o il extends. Turn it (o
move the sound to the front or rear speakers. The muddle
position is a detent and balances the speakers. Push the
knob back in when you're not using it.

Playing a Cassette Tape

Your tape player is buill to work best with tapes that are
30 1o 45 minutes long on each side. Tapes longer than
that are 5o thin they may not work well in this player,

While the tape is playing, use the VOLUME, FADE
and BAL controls just as vou do for the radio. The
display will show an arrow to show which side of the
tape is pliying. When the down indicator arrow is lit,
sglections listed on the bottom side of the cassetie ane
playing. When the up arrow 15 Ii1, selections listed on
the top side of the cassetre are playing. The tape player
automatically begins playing the other side when it
reaches the end of the tape.

If E and a number appear on the display, the tape won’t
play because of an error.
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® 10: The tape is nght and the player can’t urn
the tape hubs. Remove the tupe. Hold the tape with
the open end down and try to tum the right hub
counterclockwise with a pencil. Turn the tape over
and try 10 turn the right hub. Il the hubs do not tom
easily, vour tape may be damaged and should not be
used in the player. Try a new tupe to make sure your
player is working properly,

® Ell: The tape is broken.

® EIL2: There is o communication problem between the
cassette mechanism and the radio,

PREYV (1): Press this button or the SEEK down arrow to
search lor the previous selection on the tape. Your tape
must hove ot least three seconds of silence between cach
selection for PREY or SEEK to work. The tape direction
arrow blinks during PREY or SEEK operation. Press
PREV or the SEEK down arrow 1o stop searching. The
sound is muted during PREV or SEEK operation,

NEXT (2): Press this button or the SEEK up arrow 1o
search for the next selection on the tape. 1T you hold the
hutton or press it more than once, the plaver will
continue moving forwird through the tape. Your lupe

musl have at least three seconds of silence berween each

selection for NEXT or SEEK (o work: The 1ape
direction arrow blinks during NEXT or SEEK operation.
Press PREY or the SEEK up arrow to stop searChing,
The sound is muted during NEXT or SEEK operation.

PROG (3): Press this button to play the other side ol
the tape:

D0 (4): Press this button to reduge background noise,
Nole that the double-D symbol will appear on the
display.

Daolby Noise Redoction is manufactured under a license
from Dolby Laboratories Licensing Corporation. Dolby
aricl the double-D symbaol are trademarks of Dolby
Luboratories Licensing Corporation,

REY (5): Press this button to reverse the tape rapidly.
Press it again to retum to playing speed. The radio will
play the Jast-selected station while the tape reverses.
You may select stations during REV operation by using
SEEK or TUNE.
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FWI (6): Press this button 1o advance quickly to
another part of the tape. Press the button again to return
to playing speed. The radio will play the last-selected
station while the tape advances, You may select stations
during FWD operation by using SEEK or TUNE.

AM-FM: Press this button to play the radio when a lape
15 in the player.

TAPE/PLAY: Press this button to change to the tape
function when the radio is on. The tape symbaol with an
arrow will appear on the display when the tape is active.
To return to playing the rudio, press the AM-FM bution,

EJECT: Press this button to remove the tape. The radio
will play. EJECT may be activated with either the
ignition or radio off. Casseties may be loaded with the
racio off if this button is pressed first,

CLN: This message may appear on the display. 17 it
does, your cassetle tape player needs to be cleaned., It
will still play tapes, but vou should cléan it as soon as
possible to prevent damage to your tapes and player. See
“Care of Your Cassette Tape Player™ in the Index,

After you clean the player, press and hold ETECT for
five seconds to reset the CLN indicator. The radio will
display — 10 show the indicator was reset.

CD Adapter Kits

[t is possible to use a CD adapter kit with your cassetie
tape player after activating the bypass feature on your
pe player.

To activate the bypass feature, the ignition must be on.
Turn your radio off. Press TAPE/PLAY and hold for
three seconds. After three seconds, the tape symbaol

in the display will flash for two seconds indicating

the feature 15 active, Turn the rudio on and nsert

the adapter.

This override feature will remain active until EJIECT
15 pressed.
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AM-FM Stereo with Compact Disc Player
and Equalizer (Option)

Playing the Radio

VOL: Push this knob to turn the system on or off. Turn
it clockwise 1o mcrease volume and counterclockwise (o
decrense volume.

RECALL: Press this button briefly to recall the station
being plaved or the clock display. If you press the knob
when the ignition 15 off, the clock will show for a few
seconds,

Finding a Station

AM-=-FM: Press this button to get AM, FM1 ar FM2,
The display shows your selection. If a cassette tape 18
playing, press this button (o play the radio.

TUNE: Press this knob lightly $o it extends. Tum it to
choose radio stations. Push the knob back in when
vou're not using it.

SEEK: Press the up or down armmow to go to the next
higher or lower station.

PUSHBUTTONS: The six numbered pushbuttons let
you return to your favorite stations. You can set up to
18 stanons (six AM, six FM | and six FM2).

I. Press AM-FM o select the band.
2. Find the station you want by using TUNE or SEEK.

3. Press and hold ong of the six nombered buttons until
SET appears on the display. Whenever you press that
numbered button, the station you set will retum.

4. Repeat the steps for each pushbutton,

Setting the Tone

EQUALIZER: A seven band equalizer is part of your
audio system. Slide the levers up 10 boost or down to
reduce frequency range,
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Adjusting the Speakers

BAL: Press this knob lightly so it extends, Tum it to
move the sound to the left or right speakers. The middle
position is a detent and balances the speakers. Push the
knob back in when you're not using it

FADE: Press this knob lightly so 1t extends. Turn it to
move the sound to the front or rear speakers. The muddle
position is a detent and balances the speakers. Push the
knob back in when vou're not using it

Playing a Compact Disc

The integral CD player can play 8 cm “single™
mini-tiscs, Full-size compact discs and mini-discs are
loaded in the same manner.

Insert a dise partway into the slot, label side up. The
player will pull it in. If the ignition i on, but the radio is
off, the dise will begin playing, I you want to insert a
disc when the ignition is off. first press EJECT.

If E and a number appear on the display, the dise won’t
play because of an error,

® E20: Focus Ermor

® E21: Tracking Error

® [E22: Motor Eror

® K23} Communication Error

It E appears on the display and the dise comes back out,
it could be that:

® You are driving on a very rough road. (The disc
should play when the road gets smoother,)

® The disc is upside down.
® |t is dirty, scratched or wet.

® [t is very humid, (If so, wait about an hour and try
again.)

I any error occurs repeatedly or if an error cannot be
corrected, write down the error message and provide it
when you have it serviced.

RECALL: Press this buttom to see what track is playing.
Press it again within five seconds to see how long it has
been playing (elapsed time). The pack mumber also
appears when the disc is inserted, the valume 15 changed
or when a new track starts playing.

PREV (1): Press this button or the SEEK down arrow
1o 2o 1o the start of the current track if more than

eight seconds have played. If vou hold the button or
press it more than once, the player will continue moving
back through the disc.
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NEXT (2): Press this button or the SEEK up arrow 10
20 to the start of the next track if more than eight
seconds have played. If you hold the button or press it
maore than once, the player will continue moving
forward through the disc.

RDM (3): Press this button to hear the tracks in a
riundom order. It will change discs and tracks in o
random, rather than sequential order. Press RDM again
to turn off random play. The radio will play during this
operation.

REY (5): Press and hold this button to return to a
passage quickly. Release it 1o play the passage. You will
hear sound at i reduced volume. The display will show
elapsed ume.

FWD (6): Press and hold this buatton to advance 1o a
passage quickly. You will hear sound at a reduced
volume. The display will show elapsed nme.

AM-FM: Press this button to play the rdio when a disc
is playing. The disc will stop but remaim n the player.
CI/PLAY: Press this button to chunge (o the disc
function when the radio is on,

EJECT: Press this button to remove the disc or stop the
disc and switch to the mdio. EIECT will work with the
radio off.

Remote Cassette Tape Player (Option)

Playing a Cassette Tape

With thas option, the remote single cassette player is
mounted to the consale,

Your tape player is built to work best with tupes that are
30 to 45 prinutes long on each side. Tapes longer than
that are so thin they may not work well in this player.

With the radio on, insert a cassette tape. Once the tape is
plaving, use the control knobs for VOL, BAL, FADE,
TREB AND BASS just as you do for the radio. A
lighted cassette symbol shows when a cassetie tape is in
the playver. A lighted arrow will also appear and show
the direction of play when a tape is active.
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PREY (1): Press PREV or the SEEK down arrow

to search for the previous selection. A minimum
three-second blank gap 15 needed for the player 1o stop
it the beginning of the selection, The tape direction
arrow will hlink during the SEEK operation and the
sound is muted in this mode.

PRO(G: Press this button on the remote cassette player
to go from one side of the tape to the other.

NEXT (2): Press NEXT or the SEEK up arrow to
search for the next selection. The tape direction armow
will blink during the SEEK operation and the sound s
muted in this mode,

(4): Press this button to reduce background tape noise.
The double-D symbol will appear on the display,

REYV (5): Press this button to rapidly reverse the tape.
The tape will rapidly reverse to the beginning of the
cassette reel or until you press REV again. Use the
SEEK button or the TUNE knob to play the radio during
REV. The radio plays the last selected station,

FWD (6): Press this button to rapidly advance the tape,
The tape will rapidly advance to the end of the cassette
reel or unti] you press FWD agmn. Use the SEEK button
ar the TUNE knob to play the radio during FWD. The
racio plays the last selected station,

CIDV/PLAY: After a cassette tape and a CD have been
inserted, press the CDYPLAY button to switch between
the CD player and the cassette 1ape plaver. Both features
can not be played at the same time.

EJECT: Press this button to remove the tape. EIECT
can be used with either the ignition or radio off. Also,
you must press EIECT before loading a cassette with the
radio off to allow loading.

CLN: This message may appear on the display. If it
does, your cassette tupe player needs to be cleaned. It
will still play tapes, but you should clean it as soon as
possible 1o prevent damage to your tapes and playver. See
“Care of Your Cassette Tape Player™ in the Index, After
you clean the player, press and hold ETECT for five
seconds to reset the CLN indicator, The radio will

display === to show the mdicator was reset.




Theft-Deterrent Feature

Your system has this feature if it shows THEFTLOCK ™
on its face. THEFTLOCK is designed to discourage
theft of vour radio. It works by using a secret code to
disable all radio functions whenever battery power is
removed.

The THEFTLOCK feature for the radio may be used or
ignored. If ignored, the system plays normally and the
radio is not protected by the feature. If THEFTLOCK is
activated, your radio will not operate if stolen.

When THEFTLOCK is activated, the radio will display
LOC o incicate a locked condition anytime battery
power is removed. If your baltery loses power for any
reason, you must unlock the radio with the secret code
before it will operute.

Activating the Thefi-Deterrent Feature

The instructions which follow explain how o enter your
secret code to activate the THEFTLOCK system. It 1s
recommended that you read through all nine steps
before starting the procedure,

NOTE: If you allow more than 15 seconds 1o elapse
between any steps, the radio automatically revents (o
time and you must stirt the procedure over at Step 4.

o

n

. Write down any three-digit number from 000 o 999

ond keep it in a safe place separate from the vehicle.
Turn the igmtion to the ACC or RUN position,
Turn the radio off,

Press the | and 4 buttons together, Hold them down
until -—— shows on the display, Next you will use the
secret code number which you have writien down.

Press MIN and 000 will appear on the display.

Press MIN again to make the last two digits agree
with your code,

Press HR to make the fivst digit agree with your
code,

Press AM-FM after you have confirmed that the
code mofches the secret code you have written down.
The display will show REP 1o let you know that you
need to repeat Steps 5 through 7 to confirm your
secret code,

Press AM-FM and this time the display will show
SEC io let you know that yvour radio is secure,
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Unlocking the Theft-Deterrent Feature After o
Power Loss

Enter your secret code as follows; pause no more than
15 seconds between steps:

. LOC appears when the ignition is on.
2. Press MIN and 000 will appear on the display.

3. Press MIN aguin to make the last two digits agree
with your code.

4. Press HR to make the first one or two digits agree
with your code.

5. Press AM-FM after vou have confirmed that the

code matches the secret code you have written down.

The display will show SEC, indicating the radio is
now operable and secure.

If you enter the wrong code eight times, INOP will
appear on the display, You will have to wait an hour
with the ignition on belore you can try sgain, When you
trv again, vou will only have three chances (o enter the
correct code before INOP appears,

If you lose or forget your code, contact your dealer,

Disabling the Thefi-Deterrent Feature

Enter vour secret code as follows; pause no more than
15 seconds between steps:

1. Tum the ignition to the ACCESSORY or RUN
posilion,
2. Tuarn the radio off,

1, Press the | and 4 buttons together. Hold them down
until SEC shows on the display.

4. Press MIN and 000 will appear on the display.

5. Press MIN aguin to make the last two digits agree
with your code,

6. Press HR to make the first one or two digits agree
with your code.

7. Press AM-FM after you have confirmed that the
code matches the secret code you have wntten down.
The display will show ===, indicating that the radio is
no longer secured,

If the code entered is incorrect, SEC will appear on the

display. The radio will remain secured until the cormect
codde 15 entered.

When battery power is given 0 a secured radio, the
radio won't tum on and LOC will appeur on the display.
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Steering Wheel Controls (Option)

If your vehicle has this feature, you can control certain

radio fonctions using the bullons on your steering wheel.

SEEK: Press the up amrow to tune o the next rudio
station and the down arrow 1o tune 1o the previous mdio
stution, I a cassette tape or compact dise is playing, the
player will advance with the up arrow and rewind with
the down arrow,

AM-FM: Press this button to choose AM, FM1 or
FMZ. 1IF a cassetie tape or compact disc is playing, it will
atop and the mdio will play.

PRESET: Press this button to play a station you have
programimed on the mdio preset buttons.

PLAY: Press this bulion to play a cassette tape or
compact disc when the radio is playing.

MUTE: Press thas button to silence the system. Press it
aguin, or any other radio button, to turn on the sound.

VOL: Press the up arrow to increase the volume and the
down arrow to decrease volume,

Understanding Radio Reception

FM Stereo

FM stereo will give you the best sound. But FM signals
will reach only abont 10 to 40 miles (16 to 65 km}. Tall
buildings or hills can interfere with FM signals, causing
the sound to come and go.

AM

The range for most AM stations 15 greater than for FM,
especially at night. The longer range, however, can
cause stations 1o interfere with esch other. AM can pick
up nuise from things like storms and power lines. Try
reducing the treble (o reduce this noise if you ever get it
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Tips About Your Audio System

Hearing damage from loud noise is almost undetectable
unitil it is too late. Your hearing can adapt to higher
volumes of sound. Sound that seems normal can be lood
and harmlul to your hearing. Take precautions by
adjusting the volume control on your radio 1o a safe
sound level before your hearing adapts to it

To help avoid hearing loss or damage:
® Adjust the volume control to the lowesl setting.

® Increase volume slowly until you hear comfortably
and clearly,

NOTICE:

Before you add any sound equipment to your
vehicle -- like a tape player, CB radio, mobile
telephone or two-way radie == be sure you can
add what you want. If you can, it"s very
important to do it properly. Added sound
equipment may interfere with the operation of
your vehicle’s engine, Delco radio or other
systems, and even damage them. Your vehicle's
systems may interfere with the operation of
sound equipment that has been added
improperiy.

S0, before adding sound equipment, check with
your dealer and be sure to check Federal rules
covering mobile radio and telephone units.
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Care of Your Cassette Tape Player

A tape plaver that 1s not cleaned regularly can cause
teduced sound quality, muned cassettes or a damaged
mechanism, Cassette tapes should be stored in their
cases away from contaminants, direct sunlight and
extreme heat. If they aren't. they may not operate
properly or may cause failure of the tape player.

Your tape player should be cleaned regularly after every
50 hours of use, Your radio may display CLN to indicate
that you have used your tape plaver for 50 hours withouw
resetting the tape clean timer. If you notice a reduction in
sound guality, try i known good cassette © sée if the tape
or the tape player is at fanlt. If this other cassette has no
mprovement in sound guality, cléan the tape player.
Cleaning may be done with a scrubbing action,
non-abrasive cleaning cassette with pads which serub
the tape head ds the hubs of the cléaner cassette tum.
Follow these steps to prevent the cassetie from being
ejected due to the CUT TAPE DETECTION feature:

1. Torn the radio off and the ignition on.

2. Press and hold the TAPE/PLAY button for three
seconds (tape indicator will flash for two seconds),

1, Insert the clenner cassette,

The radio will default back 1w CUT TAPE DETECTION
when tho cleaner cassette is ejected.

You may also choose a non-scrubbing action, wet-type
cleaner which uses a cassette with a fabric belt (o clean
the tape head. Tt may not clean as thoroughly as the
scrubbing type cleaner,

Cassettes are subject to wear and the sound quality may
degrade over ime. Always make sure that the cassetie tape 15
in good condition before vou have your tape plaver serviced.

Care of Your Compact Discs

Handle discs carefully. Store them in their original cases
or other protective cases and away from direct sunlight
and dust, If the surface of a disc is soiled, dompen o
clean. soft cloth ina mild, neutral defergent solunion and
clean it, wiping from the center to the edge.

Be sure never to touch the signal surface whon handling
dises. Pick up discs by grasping the outer edges or the
cdge of the hole and the outer edge,

Fixed Mast Antenna

The fixed mast antenna can withstand most car washes
without being damaged. If the mast should ¢ver become
slightly bent, you can straighten it out by hand. If the mast is
badly bent, as it might be by vandals, you should replace it.

Check every once in & while to be sure the mast is sull
tightened 1o the fender.
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? Section 4 Your Driving and the Road

Here you'll find information about driving on different
kinds of roads and in varying weather conditions. We've
also included many other useful tips on driving,

Defensive Driving

The best advice anyone can give about driving is: Drive
defensively.

Please start with g very important safety device in your
Pontiac: Buckle up. (See “Safety Belts” in the Index. )

Defensive driving really means “be ready for anything."
On city streets, rural roads or freeways. it means
“always expect the unexpected.”

Assume thut pedestrinns or other drivers are going 1o be
careless ind moke mistukes, Anticipate what they might
do. Be ready for their mistakes.

Rear-end collisions are about the most preventable of
accidents. Yet they ore common. Allow enough
following distance. It's the best defensive driving
munguver, in both city and rural driving. You never
know when the vehicle in front of you is going to brake
or tum suddenty.
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Drunken Driving

Death and mjury associsted with drnking and driving is
a national tragedy, It's the number one contributor to the
highway death toll, claiming thousands of victims every
year.

Alcohol affects four things that anyone needs o drive a
vehicle:

® Judgment

® Musculur Coordination
® Vision

® Altenliveness,

Police records show that almost half of all motor
vehicle-related deaths involve alcohol. In most cases,
these deaths are the result of someone who was drinking
and driving. In recent years, some 18,000 annual meitor
vihicle-related deaths have been associated with the use
of alecohol, with more than 300,000 people injured.

Many adults == by some estimates, nearly hall th adult
population -- choose never o drink alcohol, so they
never drive after dnnking. For persons under 21, its
against the law in every U.S. state to drink alcohol.
There are good medical, psychological and
developmental reasons for these laws,

The obvious way 1o solve this highway safety problem
is for people never 1o drink aleohoel and then drive. But
what if people do? How much is “too much” if the
driver plans to drive!? It's a lot less than many might
think, Although it depends on cach person and situation,
here is some general information on the problem.

The Blood Alcohol Concentration (BAC) of someone
who is drinking depends upon four things:

® The amount of alcohol consumed

® The drinker’s body weight

® The amount of food that is consaumed belore and
during drinking

® The length of tume it has tuken the drinker to
consume the alcohal.

According to the American Medical Association, a
180-1h, (82 kg) person who drinks three 12-ounce (355
mi} bottles of beer in an hour will end up with-a BAC of
about (.06 percent. The person would reach the same
BAC by drinking three 4-ounce (120 ml) plusses of
wine or three mixed drinks if each had 1-1/2 ounces (45
mi) of o liquor like whiskey, gin or vodka.
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woman generally will reach a higher BAC level than a
man Of her same body weight when each has the same
numiber of drnks,

The law in many U.S. states sets the legal imit at 1 BAC
of (.10 percent. In a growing number of LIS, states, and
throughout Canada, the limit is 0.08 percent. In some
other countries, it's even lower, The BAC limit {or all
commerciil drivers in the United States is 0.04 percent.

The BAC will be over 0,10 percent after three 1o

six drinks (in one hour), Of course, as we've seen, it
depends on how much aleohol is in the drinks, and how
guickly the person drnks them.

But the ability to drive is affected well below a BAC

of 0,10 percent, Research shows that the driving skills
of many people are impaired ut a BAC approaching
(.05 percent, and that the effects are worse ut night. All

It's the smount of alcohol that counts. For example, if drivers are impaired ot BAC levels above (L05 percent.
thee same person drank three double martinis (3 ounces Statistics show that the chance of belng in a collision
ar 90 ml of liguor each) within an hour, the person’s increases sharply for drivers who have a BAC of

BAC would be cloge 1o 0,12 percant. A person who 0.05 percent or above. A driver with a BAC level of
consumes food just before or during drinking will havea  0.06 percent has doubled his or her chunce of having 4
somewhal lower BAC level. collision. At a BAC level of (.10 percent, the chance of

this driver having a collision i% 12 times greater; of a

There is a gender difference, oo, Women generally huve level 0f 0,15 pércent, the chunce is 25 times grenter!

a lower relative percentage of body water than men.
Since alechol is carried in body water, this means that a




The body takes about an hour to rid itself of the aleohol
in one drink, No amount af coffee or number of cold
showers will speed that up, “I'll be careful™ isn't the
right answer. What if there’s an emergency, & need (o
take sudden action, as when a child darts into the street”!
A person with even a moderate BAC might not be able
to react quickly enough to avod the collision.

There's something else about drinking and driving that
many people don’t know. Medical research shows that
alcohol in a person's system can make crash injuries
worse, especially imjuries to the brain, spinal cord or
heart. This means that when nnyone who has been
drinking -- driver or passenger — is 0 a crush, that
person’s chance of being killed or permanently disabled
is higher than it the person had not been drinking.

/\ CAUTION:

Dvinking and then driving is very dangerous,
Your reflexes, perceptions, attentiveness and
judgment can be affected by even a small amount
of alcohol. You can have a serious -- or even

fatal == collision if you drive alter drinking.
Please don't drink and drive or ride with a driver
who has been drinking. Ride home in a cab; or if
you're with a group, designate a driver who will
nol drink.
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Control of a Vehicle

You have three systems thut make your vehicle go where
you wunt it 1o go. They are the brokes, the steering and
the accelerator. All three systems have w do their work
at the places where the tires meet the road.

Sometimes, as when you're driving on snow or ice, it's
easy to ask more of those control systems than the tires
and road can provide. That means you can lose control
of your vehicle.

Braking

Bruking action involves perception time snd reaction
fipne.

First, you have to decide to push on the brake pedal.
That's perception time. Then you have to bring up your
foot and do it. That's reaction Hme.

Average reaction time is about 34 of a second. But
that's only an average. It might be less with ope driver
and as lomg as two or three seconds or more with
another. Age, physical condition, alertness, coordination
and eyesight all play a part. So do alcohel, drugs and
frustration. But even in 3/4 of a second, a vehicle
moving at 60 mph (100 km/h) travels 66 feet {20 m.
That gould be a lot of distance in an SMSTEENCY, #0
keeping enough space between your vehicle and others
18 important,

And, of course, actual stopping distunces vary greatly
with the surface of the road (whether 11's pavemnent or
gravel): the condition of the road (wet, dry, 1cy); tire
tread; and the condition of your brakes,
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Avoid needless heavy braking, Some people drive in
spurts — heavy accelerwtion followed by heavy

braking -- rather than keeping puce with traffic. This is a
mistake. Your brakes may not have time to cool between
hard stops. Your brakes will wear out much faster if you
do a lot of heavy bruking. If you keep pace with the
truftic and allow realistic following distances, you will
eliminate a lot of unnecessary braking, That means
better braking amd longer brake life.

If your engine ever stops while you're driving, brake
normally but don’t pump your brakes. If you do, the
pedil may get harder to push down, 11 your engine
stops, you will still have some power brake assist. But
you will use it when you brake, Once the power assist is
used up, it may toke longer to stop and the broke pedal
will be harder to push.

Anti-Lock Brakes

Your velcle has anti-lock brakes (ABS). ABS 15 an
advanced electronic braking system that will help
prevent o braking skid.

When you start your engine, or when you begin to drive
away, your anfi-lpck brake system will check itself. You
may hear @ momentary motor or clicking noise while
this test is going on, and you may even notice that your
brake pedal moves o little, This is normal.

If there's @ problem with the
anti=lock brake systam, this
wamning light will stny on.
See “Anti-Lock Brake
System Warning Light™ in
the Index.
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Here's how anti-lock works. Let's say the road 15 wet,
You're driving safely, Suddenly an animal jumps out in
front of you.

You slum on the brakes. Here's what happens with ABS.

A computer senses that wheels are slowing down. If one
of the wheels is about to stop molhng, the computer will
separiely work the brakes ot each front whee! and ot the
rear wheels,

The anti-lock system can change the brake pressure
faster than any driver could. The compuler is
programmed 1o make the most of available tire and roud
conditions.

You can steer arpund the obstacle while braking hard.

As you brake, vour computer Keeps réceaving updates on

wheel speed and controls braking pressure accordingly.
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Remember: Anti-lock doesn’t change the time you need
1o get your foot up 1o the brake pedal or always decrease
stopping distance, If you get 100 close o the vehicle in
front of you, you won't have time to apply your brukes
il that vehicle suddenly slows or stops. Always leave
enough room up uhead (o stop, even though you have
anti-lock brakes.

Using Anti-Lock

Don’t pumip the brakes. Just hold the brake pedal down
and let anti-tock work for you, You may feel the system
working, or you may notice some noise, but this is
oAl

Enhanced Traction System

If your vehicle has the optional four-speed sutomatic
transaxle, if also has an Enhanced Traction System
(ETS) that limits wheel spin. This is especially useful in
slippery road conditions, The system operaies only if it
senses that one or both of the front wheels are spinning
or beginming o lose traction. When this happens, the
system reduces engine power and may also upshift the
transaxle o limit wheel spin.

This light will come on
when your Enhanced
Traction Svstem 1s limiting
wheel spin, See “"Enhanced
Traction Svstem Achive
Light™ in the Index. You
may feel or hear the system
workmg, but this 18 normal,

LOW
TRAC

The Enhanced Traction System operates in all transaxle
shift lever positions. Bul the system can upshift the
transaxle only as igh as the shift lever position you've
chosen, so you should vuse the lower gears only when
necessary. See “Automatic Transaxle™ in the Index.




When the system 1s on and
the parking brake is fully
released, this warming light
will come on o let you
ETS know if theres a problem
OFF with the system, See
“Enhanced Traction System
Warning Light” in the

Index.

When this waming light is on, the system will not limit
wheel spin. Adjust your driving accordingly.

To limit wheel spin, especially in slippery road
conditions, you should always leave the Enhanced
Traction System on. But you can turn the system off if
you ever need to, ( You should turmn the system off if your
vishicle ever gers stuck in sand, mud, ice or snow, See
“Rocking Your Vehicle™ in the Index.)

To turn the system on or off,
press the button on the shift
lever knob.

When you tom the system off, the Enhanced Traction
System warning light will come on and stay on. If the
Enhanced Traction System is limiting wheel spin when
you press the button to tum the system off, the warmning
light will come on— but the system won't tum off right
away. It will wait until there's no longer a current need
tor limit wheel spin.

You can tum the system back on al any time by pressing

the button again. The Enhanced Troction System
warning light should go off.




Braking in Emergencies

Use your anti-lock braking system when you need to,
With anti-lock, you can steer and brike at the same
time, In many emergencies, steering can help you more
than even the very best braking.

Steering

Power Steering

If you lose power steering assist because the engine
stops or the system is not functioning, you can steer but
it will tuke much more effort,

Variable Effort Steering (Option)

This steering system provides lighter steering effort for
parking and ot low vehicle speeds. Steering effort will
increase at higher speeds for improved road feel.

Steering Tips

Driving on Curves
It's impornant to tuke curves at a reasonable speed.

A lot of the “driver lost control” accidents mentioned on
the news happen on curves. Here's why!

Expenenced drnver or beginner, each of us is subject to
the same laws of physics when driving on curves. The
traction of the tires against the road surface makes it
possible for the vehicle to change its path when vou turmn
the front wheels. If there’s no traction, inertia will keep
the vehicle going in the same direction. If you've ever
tried to steer a vehicle on wet ice, you'll understand this.

The traction you can get in a curve depends on the
condition of your tres and the road surface, the angle at
which the curve is banked, and your speed. While
you'rein o curve, speed is the one fsctor you can
control.
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Suppose you're steering through a sharp curve,

Then you suddenly accelerate. Both control

systems == steering and acceleration -- have to do
their work where the tires meet the road. Unless vou
have the Enhanced Traction System and the system is
om, adding the sudden acceleration can demand (oo
much of those places. You can lose control.

What should you do if this ever happens? Ease up on the
accelerator pedal, steer the vehicle the way you want it
to go, and slow down,

Speed limit signs near curves warmn that you should
adjust your speed, Of course, the posted speeds ure
hased on good weather and road conditions. Under less
favorable conditions you'll wani to go slower.

If vou peed to reduce your speed ns you approach a
curve, do 1t before you enter the curve, while your front
wheels are strayght ahead.

Try to adjust your speed so you can "drive” through the
curve. Maintuin a reasonable, steady speed. Wait to
accelerate until you are out of the curve, and then
accelerate gently into the straightaway.

Steering in Emergencies

There are times when steering can be more effective
than braking. For example, you come over a hill and
find & truck stopped in your lane, or o car suddenly pulls
out from nowhere, or a child darts out from between
parked cars and stops right in front of you. You can
avoid these problems by braking - if you can stop in
time. But sometimes you can't; there isn't room, That’s
the time for evasive action — steering around the
problem.

Your Pontiac can perform very well in emergencies like
these. First apply your brakes. (See “Braking in
Emergencies” earlier in this section,) It 15 better (o
remove s much speed as you can from o possible
collision. Then steer iround the problem, (o the left or
right deépending on the space nvailable.
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Off-Road Recovery

You may hnd sometime that your tight wheels have
dropped ofl the edge of 4 rowd onto the shoulder while
you're driving.

An emergency like this requires close attention and a
guick decision. If yvou are holding the steering wheel at
the recommended 9 and 3 o'clock posinons, you can
tam it a full 180 degrees very quickly without removing
either hand. But you have to act fast, steer quickly, and
just as quickly stragehten the wheel once vou hitve
avoided the object.

The fact that such emergency situations are always

possible is a good reason to practice defensive driving at
all imes and wear safety belts properly.

OFF-ROAD HECDUEV g
RECCWE
f../"

._.i-

LEFT AFPRON.
GL&MTEN TLEE

IT the level of the shoulder is only shightly below the
pavement, recovery should be fanly easy, Ease off the
sccelerntor and then, if there is nothing in the way, steer
s0 that your vehicle straddles the edge of the pavement.
You can tum the steering wheel up (o one-quarter furm
until the right front tire contacts the pavement edge, Then
ium your steering wheel to go straight down the roadway,
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Passing

The driver of a vehicle about to pass another on a
two-lane highway wiails for just the night moment,
accelerates, moves around the vehicle ahead, then goes
hack into the right lane again. A simple maneuver?

Not necessarily! Passing another vehicle on a two-lane
highway is a potentially dangerous move, since the
passing vehlicle occupies the same lane as oncoming
traffic for several seconds. A miscalculation, an error in
Judgment, or a brief surrender to frustration or anger can
suddenly put the passing driver face to face with the
wirst of all taffic accidents -- the head-on collision,

So here are some tips for passing:

® “Drve ahead.” Look down the moad, o the sides and o
crossroads for situations that might affect your passing
pattems. If you have any doubt whatsoever about
miaking a successful pass, wait for a betier time.

®  Waich for traffic signs, pavement markings and lines.
If you can see a sign up abead that might indicate o
tum or an intersection, delay vour pass, A broken
center line usunlly indicates it's all right to pass
{providing the road ahead 15 clear), Never cross a solid
line on your side of the lane or a double solid line,
even if the road seems empty of approaching raffic.

Do nol gel oo close to the vehicle you want to pass
while you're awaiting an opportunity. For one thing,
following 1oo closely reduces your area of vision,
especially if you're following a lorger vehicle, Also,
vou won't have adeguale space if the vehicle ahead
suddenly slows or stops, Keep back a reusonable
distance.

Whien it looks like g chance (o pass 1s coming up,
siart o accelerate but stay in the right lane and don’t
get oo close. Time your move so you will be
increasing speed as the tme comes (o move into the
other lane, If the way is clear to pass, you will have a
“running start” that more than makes up for the
distance you would lose by dropping back. And if
something happens 10 cause you o cancel your pass,
vou need only slow down and drop back again and
waill for unother opportunity,

If other cars are lined up to pass a slow vehicle, wail
your turn. But take care that someone isn't trying (o
pass vou as vou pull out 1o pass the slow vehicle.
Remember o glance over your shoulder and check
the blind spot.
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® Check your murrors, glance over your shoulder, and
start your left lane change signal before moving ot
of the right lane to pass. When you are far enough
ahead of the passed vehicle 1o see its front in your
mside mirrar, activate your right lane change signal
unid move back into the right lane, (Remember that
your right outside mirror is convex. The vehicle you
just passed may seem to be farther away from you
than it really is.)

® Try not o pass more than one vehicle at a time on
two-lane roads, Reconsider before passing the nest
vehicle,

® Don't overtake n slowly moving vehicle oo rapidly.
Even though the bruke lamps are not flashing, it may
be slowing down or starting to turn.

® If you're heing passed, make it eusy for the
following driver to get ahead of you, Perhaps you
can ease u litthe 1o the right.

Loss of Control

Let's review what driving experts say ahout what
happens when the three control systems (brakes, steering
and acceleration) don't have enough [riction where the
tires meet the road to do what the driver has asked.

In any emergancy, don’t give up. Keep trying o steer
and constuntly seek an escape route or aren of less
danger.

Skidding

In a skid, & driver can lose control of the vehacle,
Defensive drivers avord most skids by taking reasonable
care suited to existing conditons, and by not
“overdriving” those conditions. But skids ure always
possible.

The three types of skids correspond to vour Pontiac's
three control systems. In the braking skid, your wheels
wren't rolling. In the steering or comenng skid, too
much speed or steering in 4 curve causes tires to ship and
lose comering force. And in the aceelertion skid, woo
much throttle causes the driving wheels 1o spin.

A comering skid is best handled by easing your foot off
the accelerator pedal.

IT you have the Enhanced Traction System, remember: It
helps avoid only the acceleration skid.

If you do not have the Enhanced Traction System, or if
the system is off. then an acceleration skid 15 also best
handled by easing your foot off the accelerator pedal,
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It your vehicle starts to shide, ease yvour foot off the
pecelerator pedal and quickly steer the way you want the
vehicle to go. [F you stant steering quckly encugh, your
vihicle may strmghten out, Always be ready for o
sepond skid 1f 1t ocours,

Of course, traction is reduced when water, snow, ice,
gravel or other material is on the road, For safety, you'll
want o slow down and adjust vour driving to these
conditions. It is important 1o slow down on slippery
surfaces because stopping distance will be longer and
vehicle control more limited.

While driving on a surface with reduced traction, try
your best to avoid sudden steerimg, acceleration or
braking (including engine braking by shifting to a lower
gédar). Any sudden changes could cause the tives to
slide. You may not realize the surface 1s slippery until
vour vehicle is skidding. Learn to recognize waming
clues == such as enough water, ice or packed snow on
the road 10 make a “mirrored surface” — and slow
down when you have any douht,

Remember: Any anti-lock brake system (ABS) helps
avond only the braking skid.

Driving at Night

Night driving is more dangerous than day driving. One
reason is that some drivers are likely 1o be impaired — by
alcohol or drugs, with night vision problems, or by fangue,

—— 4-15




Here are some tips an night driving.
® Dmve defensively.
® Don't drink and drive.

® Adjust your inside rearview mirror to reduce the
glare from headlamps behind you.

® Since you can't see as well, you may need to slow
down and keep more space between you and other
vehicles,

® Slow down, especially on higher speed roads, Your
headiamps can light up only so much road ahead.

® [nremote areas, watch {or animals.

® | you're tired, pull off the road in a safe place and
rest,

Night Vision

Mo one can see as well al night as in the dayrime. But as
we gel older these differences increase. A 50-year-old
driver may require at least twice as much light to see the
sime thing at night as a 20-year-old,

What you do in the daytime can also affect vour night
vision, For example, if you spend the day in bright
sunshine you are wise to wear sunglasses. Your eyes will

have less trouble adjusting to night, But il you're
driving, don ' wear sunglasses at night. They may cut
down on glare from headlumps, but they also make a lot
of things invisible,

You can be temporarily blinded by approaching
headlamps. It can toke a second or two, or even severl
seconds, for your eves to rendjust to the dark. When you
are faced with severe glare (as from a driver who
doesnt lower the high beams, or a vehicle with
misaimed headlamps), slow down & little. Avoid storing
directly into the approaching headlumps.

Keep your windshield and all the gliss on your vehicle
clean — mside and out. Glore at night 15 made much
worse by dirt on the glass, Even the mside of the plass
can build up a film caused by dust. Dirty glass makes
lights dazzle and flash more than clean glass would,
making the pupils of your eyes contract repeatedly,

Remember that your headlamps light up far less of o
roadway when you are in o tum or curve. Keep your
eyes moving; that way, it"s easier to pick out dimiy
lighted objects. Just as vour headlamps should be
checked regularly for proper aim, so should your eyes
be examined regulardy. Some drivers suffer from night
blindness — the inability to see in dim light — and
aren’t even aware of it
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Driving in Rain and on Wet Roads

Rain and wel roads can mean driving trouble, On a wet
road, you can't stop, accelerate or tum as well because
your tire-to-road traction 1sn't as good as on dry roads.
And, if your tires don’t have much tread left, you'll get
even Jess tmetion. [t's always wise to go slower and be
cautions if rain starts to full winle you are driving, The
surface may get wet suddenly when your reflexes are
tuned for driving on dry pavement.

The heavier the rain, the harder it 15 to see. Even if your
windshield wiper blades are in good shape, a heavy rain
can make it harder 1o see road signs and mraffic signals,
pavement markings, the edge of the road and even

 people walking,

It"s wise (0 keep your windshield wiping equipment in
goid shape and keep vour windshield washer tank filled
with washer fluid. Replace your windshield wiper
inserts when they show signs of streaking or missing
areds on the windshield, or when strips of rubber stiurt to
separale from the inserts.
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/\ CAUTION:

Wet brakes can cause accidents. They won't work
well in a quick stop and may cause pulling to one
side. You could lose control of the vehicle.

After driving through a large puddle of water or
a car wash, apply your brake pedal lightly until
yvour brakes work normally.

Driving too fast through large water puddles or even
going through some car washes can cause problems, (oo,
The water may affect your brakes. Try to avoid puddles.
But if you can't, trv to slow down before vou hat them,
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Hydroplaning

Hydroplaning s dangerous. So much water can build up
under your tires that they ¢an actually ride on the water.
This can happen if the rond is wet enough and you're
going fast enough. When your vehicle is hydroplaning,
it has little or no contagt with the road,

Hydroplaning doesn't happen often. But it can if your
tires haven't much tread or if the pressure in one or
more is low. It can happen if a lot of water is standing on
the road. If you can see reflections from trees, telephone
poles or other vehicles, and raindrops “dimple” the
water's surface, there could be hydroplaning.

Hydroplaning usually happens at higher speeds. There
Just i5n°t 3 hard and fast rule about hydroplaming, The
best advice is 1o slow down when it is raining.

Driving Through Deep Standing Water

NOTICE:

If you drive too quickly through deep puddiles or
standing water, water can come in through your
engine’s air intake and badly damage your
engine. Never drive throngh water that is slightly
lower than the underbody of your vehicle. If you
can't avoid deep puddles or standing water, drive
through them very slowly.

Some Other Rainy Weather Tips

® Tum on your low-beam headlamps == not just your
parking lamps — 1o help make you more visible o
others.

® Besides slowing down, allow some extra following
distance, And be especially careful when you pass
another vehicle. Allow vourself more clear room
ahead, and be prepared to have your view restricted
by road spray.

® Have good tires with proper tread depth. (See
“Tires” in the Index.)
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Ci[}r ]}riving Here ane ways to increase your safety in city dnving:

® Know the best way 1o get 1o where you are going.
Geta city map and plan your trip into an unknown
part of the city just a8 yvou would for n cross-country
Lrip.

® Try 1o use the freeways that rim and crisscross most
large cities. You'll save time and energy. (See the
next part, “Freeway Driving.")

® Treat a green light as a waming signal, A traffic Light
is there because the comer is busy enough Lo neéed it
When o light tums green, and just before you start o
move, check both ways for vehicles that have not
cleared the intersection or may be running the red
light.

Cme of the biggest problems with city stregts is the
amount of traffic on them. You'll want 1o watch out for
what the other drvers are doing and pay aitention to
traffic signals,
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Freeway Driving

Mile for mile, freeways (also called throways, parkways,
expressways, tumpikes or superhighways ) are the safest
of all roads. Bul they have their own special rules,

The most important advice on freeway driving 1s: Keop
up with traffic and keep to the nght. Prive at the same
speed most of the other drivers are driving. Too-fast or
toa-slow dnving breaks a smooth traffic flow. Treat the
left lane on a freeway as a passing lans,

Al the entrance, there is usually a ramp that leads to the
freeway. IT vou have a clear view of the freeway as vou
drive along the entrance mamp, you should begin to
check traffic. Try to determine where you expect to
blend with the flow. Try to merge into the gap at close 1o
the prevailing speed. Switch on your tumn signal, check
your mirrors and glance over your shoulder as often as
necessary. Try to blend smoothly with the traffic flow.

Once you are on the freeway, adjust your speed to the
posted limit or to the prevalling rate if it's slower. Stay
in the right lane unless you want to pass.

Before changing lanes, check your mirrors. Then use
wour tum signal.

Just before you leave the lane, glance gquickly over your
shoulder to make sure there isn't another vehicle in your
“hlind™ spot.

Once you are moving on the freewny, make certain you
allow a reasonable following distonce. Expect 1o move
slightly slower at night.

When you want to leave the freeway, move to the proper
lane well in advance. If you miss your exil, do not,
under any circumstinces, stop and back up. Drive on to
the next exit.

The exit ramp can be curved. sometimes quite sharply.
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The exit speed is usually posted.

Reduce your speed according to your speedomeler, not
to your sense of motion. After driving for amy distance
at higher speeds, you may tend to think you are going
slower than you actually are.

Before Leaving on a Long Trip

Make sure you're ready. Try to be well rested, If you
must start when you're not fresh — such as after o day's
work — don’t plan to make too muny miles that first part
of the journey, Wear comiortable clothimg and shoes you
can easily drive im;

Is your vehicle ready for a long trip? If you keep it
serviced and muintained, it's ready to go. 11 needs
service, have it done before starting out, Of course,
you'll find experienced and able service experts in
Pontine dealerships all across North America, They'll be
ready and willing to help if you need it

Here are some things you can check before a trip:

Windshield Washer Finid: 1s the reservoir full”? Are
all windows clean inside and outside?

® Wiper Blades: Arc they in good shape?

Fuel, Engine Oil, Other Fluids: Have yvouo checked
all levels?

® Lamps: Are they all working? Are the lenses clean?

Tires: They are vitally important (o a safe,
trouble-free trip. Is the tread good enough for
long-distance driving? Are the tires all inflated to the
recommended pressure?

Weather Forecasts: What's the weather outlook
along your route? Should you delay your trip a shon
time to avord a major storm system?

Mapyg: Do you have up-to-date maps?




Highway Hypnosis

Is there actually such a condition as “highway
hypnosis™ Oris it just plain falling asleep at the wheel?
Call it highway hypnosis, lack of awareness, or
whatever.

There is something about an easy stretch of road with
the same scenery, along with the hum of the tires on the
moad, the drone of the engine, and the rush of the wind
against the vehicle that can make you sleepy, Don't let it
happen to you! If it does, your vehicle can leave the
roud in lexs than g second, und you could ¢rash and be
mjuritd,

What can vou do about highway hypnosis? First, be
aware that it can happen,

Then here are some tips:

® Muke sure your vehicle is well ventilated, with a
comforiably cool interior:

® Keep your eyes moving. Scan the road ahead and to
the sides, Check your rearview mirrors and your
instruments frequently.

® I you get sleepy, pull off the road into a rest, service
or purking area and tuke 8 nap, get some exercise; or
both. For safety, treat drowsiness on the highway as
an emergency.

Hill and Mountain Roads

Drriving on steep hills or mountains is different from
driving i flat or rolling terrain.
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If you drive regularly in stecp country, or if you're
planning to visit there, here sre some tips that can make
your trips safer and more enjoyable.

® Keep your vehicle in good shape. Cheek all fluid
levels and also the brakes, tires, cooling system und
transaxle. These parts can work hord on mountain
roads.

® Know how to go down hills. The most importunt
thing 1o know is this: let your engine do some of the
slowing down. Shift 1o a lower gear when you go
down 4 steep or long hill,

/\ CAUTION:

Coasting downhill in NEUTRAL (N) or with the
ignition off is dangerous. Your brakes will have to
do all the work of slowing down. They could get so
hot that they wouldn't work well, You would then
have poor braking or even none poing down a hill.
You could crash. Always have your engine running
and your vehicle in gear when you go downhill,

/\ CAUTION:

If you don’t shift down, your brakes could get so
hot that they wouldn’t work well. You would then
have poor braking or even none going down a
hill. You could crash. Shift down to let your
engine nssist vour brakes on a steep downhill

slope.

Know how to go uphill. Dnive in the highest gear
possible.

Stay in your own lune when driving on two-lane
roads in hills or mountains, Don't swing wide or cut
across the center of the road. Drive at speeds that let
you stay in your own lane.

As you go over the top of i hill, be alert. There could be
something m your Lang, like a stalled car or an accident.

You mny see highway signs on mourntains that wam of
special problems. Examples are long grades, passing or
no-passing zones, a falling rocks aren or winding
roads. Be alert 1o these and 1ake appropriate action.
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Winter Driving

Here are some tips for winter driving:
®, Have your Pontiac m good shape for winter,

® You may want to put winter emengency supplies in
your trunk,

Include an ice scraper, 3 small brush or broom, a supply
of windshicld washer fluid, a rag, some winter outer
clithing, a smull shovel, a flashlight, a red cloth and a
couple of reflective waming triangles. And, il you will
be driving under severe conditions, inc¢lude a small bag
of sand, 2 mece of old carpet or a couple of burlap bags
1o help provide traction. Be sure you properiy secure
these items in your vehlicole,
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Driving on Snow or lce

Most of the time, those places where vour tires meet the
road pr